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1963  ANNUAL  CITY  REPORT,  CITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE 


City  Manager’s  Budget  Message  Reviews  Year’s  Work 


By  JOHN  J.  CURRY,  City  Manager 

(Editor’s  Note:  On  January  20,  1964,  the  City  Manager  sent  his 
annual  budget  message  to  the  City  Council.  In  this  message  he  reviewed 
municipal  activities  of  1963  and  outlined  plans  for  1964.  Following  is  a 
summary  of  the  budget  message.) 


The  total  amount  of  this  recommended 
budget  for  1964  of  $23,388,321.77  exceeds  by 
$532,368.43  the  1963  budget  figure  of  $22,- 
855,953.34  and  is  more  by  $401,134.78  than 
the  1963  tax  lexy  figure  of  $22,987,186.99 
which  comprised  the  1963  budget  appropria¬ 
tion  plus  preliminary  appropriations. 

Increases  in  some  departments  are  as 


follows: 

School  Department  $133,000.00 

Retirement  System  Pensions  113,000.00 

City  Hospital  98,000.00 

Group  Insurance  91,000.00 

Police  . 67,000.00 

Traffic  and  Parking  62,000.00 

Civil  Defense  20,000.00 

Fire  .  16.000.00 

Street  Lighting  13,000.00 

Recreation-Playgrounds  13,000.00 


There  are  some  allocations  in  this  budget 
for  new  equipment  needed  by  departments. 
I  am  hopeful,  however,  that  there  will  be 
an  amount  in  the  City  Surplus  to  be  used 
for  more  of  these  capital  needs. 

Collection  Of  Taxes 

The  1963  Real  Estate  Tax  Levy  was  $16,- 
750,000.00  and  the  Personal  Property  Levy 
$2,000,000.00.  Excise  taxes  in  excess  of 
$1,250,000.00  were  collected  in  1963. 

Again  in  1963  it  was  necessary  to  borrow 
$6,000,000.00  between  tax  dates  at  a  cost  of 
$42,984.00.  The  Cambridge  banks  cooperated 
in  providing  these  funds.  These  borrowings 
were  repaid  in  November. 

During  the  year  non-revenue  cash  in¬ 
vested  in  Treasury  Bills  earned  $20,670.00. 

Metropolitan  Transit  Authority 

In  the  year  1963  assessment  by  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  against  the  City  for  payment  of 
our  share  of  the  Metropolitan  Transit  Au¬ 
thority  deficit  of  1962  amounted  to  $1,353,- 
796.74  plus  pond  i— vments  of  $78,556.69 

With  the  estimated  defif  le  Authority 
for  1964  of  approximately  $19,000,000.00,  the 
cost  to  Cambridge  for  1964  will  increase  by 
$122,464.00  over  1963. 

All  these  charges  are  exclusive  of  the 
total  tax  exemption  of  the  Authority's  real 
estate  holdings  which  are  amongst  the  most 
extensive  and  most  valuable  in  the  City  of 
Cambridge.  The  exemption  of  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Transit  Authority  realty  from  local 
taxation  unwisely  removed  the  prime  pres¬ 
sure  on  the  Metropolitan  Transit  Authority 
to  sell  off  its  excess  realty  holdings  in  the 
City. 

Pensions  and  Annuities 

The  City  makes  contributions  to  two  pen¬ 
sion  systems:  the  Contributory  Retirement 
System,  to  which  employees  contribute  as 
well  as  the  City,  and  the  Non-Contributory 
Pensions  to  which  the  employee  does  not 
contribute.  The  contribution  of  the  City  in 
the  year  1964  to  the  Contributory  System 
wifi  be  $628,608.00  which  is  $113,373.33  more 
than  in  1963.  The  amount  allocated  to  Non- 
Contributory  Pensions  and  Annuities  will  be 
$1,127,124.58.  The  contribution  by  the  City 
to  the  two  systems  will,  therefore,  total 
$1,755,732.58. 

Construction  Boom 

Building  construction,  private  and  univer¬ 
sity,  doubled  in  1963  as  compared  with  1962. 
Total  construction  amounted  to  $47,500,- 
000.00  which  is  $24,000,000.00  more  than  in 
1962. 

Major  building  construction  johs  together 
with  permit  estimates  (usually  low)  either 
finished  in  1963  or  to  be  completed  in  1964 
are:  575  Technology  Square,  $3,900,000.00; 
1010  Memorial  Drive,  $2,600,000.00;  14  Con¬ 
cord  Ave.,  $800,000.00;  64  Highland  Street, 
$190,000.00;  512-522  Green  Street,  $120,000.00; 
123  Cambridge  Street,  $100,000.00;  375a  Har¬ 
vard  Street,  $150,000.00  ;  375b  Harvard 

Street,  $150,000.00. 

Some  construction  jobs  for  which  permits 
were  issued  in  1962  were  either  completed 
in  1963  or  are  on  their  way  to  completion 
now.  Among  these  are:  Harvard  Towers 
(Harvard  and  Lee  Streets);  330  Harvard 
Street  Apartments;  46  Unit  Motel  —  Alewife 
Brook  Parkway;  38  Unit  Motel  —  Route  2. 

Tech  Building 

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology  has 
$14,000,000.00  worth  of  building  under  con¬ 
struction;  Harvard  University  has-a  similar 
amount  in  process  of  construction.  For 
M.I.T.  these  include:  Student  Center,  84 
Massachusetts  Avenue,  $3,500,000.00;  Lab¬ 
oratory,  Building  13,  $5,300,000.00;  Labora¬ 
tory,  Building  56,  $4,000,000.00. 


Harvard  University  has  in  process  of  con¬ 
struction:  Research  Center  33  Kirkland 
Street,  $5,000,000.00;  Dormitories,  900  Mem¬ 
orial  Drive,  $8,800,000.00;  Construction  at  42 
Oxford  Street,  $500,000.00. 

In  addition,  the  City  of  Cambridge  has 
under  construction  an  addition  to  the  M.  E. 
Fitzgerald  School,  $338,000.00;  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Friends  School  is  being  constructed 
at  38  Woods  Street  at  $340,000.00;  the  Mt. 
Auburn  Hospital  also  is  constructing  an 
addition  at  $540,000.00. 

School  Building 

As  pointed  out  above,  an  addition  to  the 
M.  E.  Fitzgerald  School,  to  care  for  the 
increase  in  pupil  population  which  has  de¬ 
veloped,  is  being  constructed  now.  This  ad¬ 
dition  will  permit  the  use  of  the  special 
rooms  for  the  purpose  they  were  originally 
designed. 

An  architect  has  been  retained  to  draw 
plans  for  an  addition  to  the  Haggerty 
School.  This  implements  our  purpose  to 
offer  to  all  children  in  all  sections  of  the 
City  equal  facilities,  comparable  to  those 
in  the  .new  schools. 

Investors  Seek  Sites 

Investors  are  constantly  looking  for  apart¬ 
ment  house  sites  in  Cambridge.  Witness  the 
fact  that  on  Harvard  Street  alone,  at  the 
comer  of  Lee  Street;  330  Harvard  Street, 
345  Harvard  Street,  375  Harvard  Street, 
there  are  four  high  rise  apartment  houses 
now  under  construction  at  these  locations. 
Sometimes  impediments  do  arise  because 
of  our  existing  zoning  code  requirements; 
particularly,  the  ones  that  relate  to  set¬ 
backs  and  the  provision  of  off-street  park¬ 
ing.  Considerable  study  has  been  made  of 
these  requirements  to  see  if  it  is  possible 
to  adapt  more  sites  to  apartment  houses 
which  will  attract  risk  capital. 

Our  Urban  Renewal  Program,  although 
^ still  in  a^^J^j^susoensiom,  is  about  to  be 
reactifai'dfr  m  a  m<®»  limited  way  and/ 
with  the  aid  of  the  people  living  in  the  area 
affected.  It  is  good  to  note  that  the  second 
building  in  the  Technology  Square  complex 
is  well  on  its  way  to  completion.  The  City 
won  the  National  Melville  Award  for  its 
part  in  bringing  Technology  Square  to  frui¬ 
tion.  We  also  note  that  the  Riverview  Apart¬ 
ment,  (our  second  redevelopment  project), 
received  First  Honor  Award  for  Design 
from  the  Federal  Housing  Administration. 

The  John  F.  Kennedy  Apartments  for  the 
elderly  was  a  dual  triumph  in  redevelop¬ 
ment  and  in  deserved  provision  for  our  el¬ 
derly.  It  is  hoped  that  the  Cambridge 
Housing  Authority  will  be  as  successful 
with  similar  projects  in  other  parts  of  the 
City. 

Improvements  Noted 

From  the  City  and  Water  Department 
Surplus  of  1963  we  purchased  Capital  Im¬ 
provement  items  among  which  are:  Remod¬ 
eling  at  City  Infirmary,  $47,500.00;  Two 
Street  Sweepers,  $28,500.00;  Fourteen  (14) 
new  cars,  $25,356.00;  Two  Compressors, 
$9,000.00;  Trucks  and  Chassis,  $9,000.00;  Ex¬ 
terior  Windows  &  Doors,  Engine  #4,  $7,- 
600.00;  New  Printing  Equipment,  $11,000.00; 
Water  Meters,  $30,600.00;  Water  Control 
Equipment,  $10,000.00;  Aerial  Lift,  $9,500.00; 
Fire  Hose,  $5,800.00;  Sanding  Truck  Bodies, 
$5,600.00;  Snow  Plows,  $6,000.00;  Two  Jeeps, 
$6,700.00;  Two  Leaf  Collectors,  $5,600.00.  The 
City  annually  finances  a  varied  capital 
improvement  program  from  these  Surplus 
resources. 

The  Qty  Group  Insurance  Plan,  including 
a  Hospitalization,  Medical  and  Surgical 
Benefits  Program,  with  its  prolonged  ill¬ 
ness  feature,  which  was  broadened  last 
year  to  include  those  who  retired  previous 
to  1957,  is  constantly  under  study.  Every 
effort  is  made  to  see  to  it  that  proper  bene¬ 
fits  are  assured  to  the  employees. 

Parking  Lots  Sought 

Last  year  our  principal  street  construc¬ 
tion  job  was  confined  to  Massachusetts 
Avenue  from  Porter  Square  to  the  M.  T.  A. 
Terminal,  North  Cambridge,  to  bring  it 
into  conformity  with  the  section  from  Cam¬ 
bridge  Common  to  Porter  Square.  Electron¬ 
ically  controlled  signals  will  be  installed 
this  year.  Working  in  cooperation  with  the 
Massachusetts  Public  Works  Department, 
we  expect  to  repave  many  streets  this  year. 

We  are  constantly  on  the  alert  for  land 
available  for  parking  lots.  Our  policy  here 
is  to  buy  at  or  below  the  market.  The  old 
Central  Square  Theatre  property  was  ac¬ 


CITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE 

MASSACHUSETTS 
EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT 


JOHN  J.  CURRY 
CITY  MANAGER 


To  the  Honorable,  The  City  Council 
and  the  Citizens  of  Cambridge: 

I  transmit  to  you  and  through  you  to  the 
citizens  the  1963  Annual  Report  of  the  City  of  Cambridge. 
This  is  the  twenty-second  such  report  under  the  Council- 
Manager  form  of  government. 

We  are  again  using  the  newspaper  format  to 
gain  wide  distribution  of  this  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  City  departments.  The  hope  is  that  all  citizens  of 
Cambridge  who  read  this  report  will  find  it  an  informative 
summary  of  the  services  performed  by  the  City.  We  are 
always  glad  to  accept  suggestions  or  questions  concerning 
the  material  in  this  report. 

I  know  that  with  City  employees  and  the 
citizenry  working  together  every  municipal  problem  can 
be  solved. 


I  am  grateful  to  the  City  Council  and  the  School 
Committee  for  their  cooperation  in  the  administration  of 
municipal  affairs  in  1963.  The  work  of  our  Department  Heads 
and  our  employees  is  certainly  appreciated  by  the  citizens, 
the  City  Council  and  me. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


quired  last  year  and  is  now  a  parking  lot 
for  more  than  100  cars.  Other  business 
arers  should  .now  receive  our  attention. 

Sewer  Survey 

The  City  is  making  every  effort  to  de¬ 
crease  the  sewer^e  assessment  by  thd. 
Metropolitan  District  Commission.  A  bill 
was  introduced  into  the  General  Court  last 
year  to  have  the  unit  of  assessment  revert 
to  valuations  rather  than  to  the  number  of 
connections  into  M.  D.  C.  sewers.  Through 
the  courtesy  of  Professor  Ralph  R.  Rumer, 
Jr.,  of  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technol¬ 
ogy,  a  study  of  these  connections  was  made 
last  summer  and  some  were  out  of  order 
for  which  the  City  was  still  being  charged. 
These  overcharges  are  now  being  corrected. 
Not  only  did  Professor  Rumer,  assigned  by 
M.  I.  T.,  save  the  City  thousands  of  dollars, 
but  he  made  valuable  suggestions  for  the 
City-wide  sewer  system. 

High  Rating 

It  is  to  be  noted  on  the  plus  side  that  the 
financial  condition  of  the  City  is  sound  and 
that  Moody’s  Investment  Service  rates 
Cambridge  as  "Aa”  and  Standard  and  Poor 
rates  the  City  “A  1-f”.  These  ratings  are 
indicies  utilized  by  banking  institutions 
when  the  Qty  goes  into  the  money  market 
to  borrow,  with  the  consequence  that  our 
long  term  borrowings  are  always  made  at 
attractively  low  rates.  Likewise,  our  local 
banks  are  very  helpful  at  all  times  and 
especially  when  short  term  borrowings  are 
needed.  The  City’s  bills  are  promptly  paid 
so  we  are  able  to  take  advantage  of  cash- 
discounts  and  allowances. 

The  1964  Budget  shows  an  increase  of 
2.33%  over  the  budget  of  1963.  The  Budget, 
when  properly  made  up,  contains  the  ex¬ 
penditures  of  the  Qty  over  which  the  Qty 
has  control  for  the  year,  but  not  those  as¬ 
sessed  against  us  by  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Corporations  and  Taxation, 
including  the  M.  T.  A.  deficit,  the  M.  D.  C. 
Parks  and  Sewer  Assessments,  and  the 
County  Tax.  Knowing  our  expenditures,  the 
next  item  of  business  is  to  know  where  the 
money  is  coming  from.  As  most  people 
know,  the  very  largest  amount  for  cities 
comes  from  the  property  tax  which,  in  the 
last  analysis,  is,  with  certain  reservations, 
one  of  the  best  tests  of  the  operation  of  a 
Qty. 

Land  Balance 

Uniquely,  the  land  of  the  Qty  is  devoted 
one-third  to  educational  and  religious  insti¬ 
tutions,  one-third  to  commercial  and  indus¬ 
trial  uses,  and  one- third  to  residential  uses. 
This  seems  to  be  an  equitable  distribution 
and  works  out  very  well  for  Cambridge. 
The  hope  is  that  this  balance  will  continue 
to  prevail. 


We  should  make  every  effort  to  see  to  it 
that  the  Qty  and  its  operations  are  carried 
on  \n  such  a  way  that  persons  and  organ¬ 
izations  will  want  to  live  and  carry  on  bus¬ 
iness  here,  and  also  expand  and  rehabili¬ 
tate  their  present  buildings.  Only  in  this 
way  can  we  increase  our  valuations  to 
meet  our  increasing  expenditures. 

Our  universities  have  been  mutually  help¬ 
ful  in  cur  municipal  operations.  They  con¬ 
stitute  a  solid  force  in  the  community  and 
their  interest  in  our  operations  is  much  ap¬ 
preciated.  The  Qty,  for  its  part,  has  made 
every  endeavor  to  operate  efficiently  and 
economically. 

Want  More  Facts? 

This  report  of  the  operations  of  your 
City  Government  in  1963  is  a  summary  of 
the  detailed  reports  submitted  annually  to 
the  City  Manager  and  the  Cambridge  City 
Council  by  the  directors  of  municipal  de¬ 
partments. 

Jn  presenting  this  report  to  the  Citizens 
of  Cambridge  an  effort  is  made  to  sum¬ 
marize  and  review  the  highlights  of  each 
department’s  operation.  The  important 
facts  and  statistics  are  contained  in  this 
report,  but  some  detail  is  necessarily 
omitted. 

If  you  desire  more  specific  data  or  de¬ 
tailed  information  concerning  any  depart¬ 
ment  of  your  municipal  government  it  will 
be  supplied  by  the  department  upon  your 
application. 


The  cover  of  this  report 
was  designed  by  Hal  Myer, 
Assistant  Planning  Director. 

The  City  Seal  was  rede¬ 
signed  by  Ivan  Bruce  &  As¬ 
sociates.  The  new  seal  re¬ 
places  the  circular  seal  used 
heretofore  and  retains  all  ele¬ 
ments  of  the  old  seal  which 
was  created  in  1896. 

Appreciation  is  also  ex¬ 
pressed  to  Polaroid  Corpora¬ 
tion  and  Photographer  Nich¬ 
olas  Dean  for  photographing 
the  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy 
Memorial  Exhibit. 
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7  Councillors  Win  New  Terms 
In  November  City  Election 


Cambridge  voters  went  to  the  polls  in  November  to  elect  their 
City  Government  for  the  years  1964-1965. 

In  the  municipal  election  32,938  voters  cast  ballots  to  elect  nine 
City  Councillors  and  six  members  of  the  School  Committee. 


Elected  to  the  City  Council  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  first  choice  ballots  each  received 


C1C. 

Walter  J.  Sullivan  5184 

Edward  A.  Crane  4071 

Cornelia  B.  Wheeler  3428 

Alfred  E.  VeUucci  2472 

Bernard  Goldberg  2461 

Thomas  Coates  2389 

Daniel  J.  Hayes,  Jr.  2029 

Andrew  T.  Trodden  1745 

Thomas  H.  D.  Mahoney  . 1566 

Seven  Re-elected 


The  final  election  figures  as  certified  by 
the  Cambridge  Election  Commission  estab¬ 
lished  the  quota  for  the  City  Council  at  3197 
votes.  Councillors  Sullivan,  Crane  and 
Wheeler  won  re-election  easily  when  their 
first  choice  ballots  far  exceeded  the  official 
quota. 

The  final  count  saw  seven  incumbent 
City  Councillors  re-elected  and  two  new 
members  named  to  fill  vacancies  created 
when  former  City  Councillors  Joseph  A. 
DeGuglielmo  and  Mrs.  Pearl  K.  Wise  an¬ 
nounced  that  they  would  not  seek  re-elec¬ 
tion. 


The  newly  elected  City  Councillors  are 
Thomas  H.  D.  Mahoney,  former  member 
of  the  School  Committee,  and  Thomas 
Coates. 

Two  New  Members 

Four  incumbents  of  the  School  Commit¬ 
tee  were  re-elected.  They  were  James  F. 
Fitzgerald,  George  F.  Olesen,  Jr.,  Mrs. 
Barbara  Ackermann  and  Gustave  M.  Solo¬ 
mons.  Francis  H.  Duehay,  assistant  dean 
of  the  Harvard  Graduate  School  of  Educa¬ 
tion,  and  Edward  M.  McMahon,  an  insur¬ 
ance  broker  and  former  Cambridge  School 
teacher,  won  the  remaining  two  seats. 

The  elected  School  Committee  members 
and  the  number  of  first  choice  ballots  each 


received  are: 

James  F.  Fitzgerald  4709 

Francis  H.  Duehay  4260 

George  F.  Olesen,  Jr .  3043 

Barbara  Ackermann  3492 

Gustave  M.  Solomons  .  3510 

Edward  M.  McMahon  .  2728 


New  Faces  In  City  Government 


Thomas  H.  D.  Mahoney 


Thomas  Coates 


New  members  of  the  Cambridge  City  Government  are  City  Councillors  Thomas 
H.  D.  Mahoney  and  Thomas  Coates,  and  School  Committee  members  Francis  H.  Duehay 
and  Edward  McMahon.  They  were  elected  for  the  1964-1965  term. 


Fluoridation  Ends  As 
Voters  Answer  “Yes” 

Cambridge  voters  in  the  November  1963 
municipal  election  decided  by  a  1420  vote 
plurality  against  continuing  fluoridation  of 
the  Cambridge  water  supply. 

The  referendum  on  the  ballot  in  the  City 
Election  on  November  5  read: 

"Shall  the  fluoridation  of  the  public  water 
supply  for  domestic  use  in  the  City  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  be  dtecontinued?” 

On  the  question,  16,667  voted  "yes”  and 


15,257  voted  “No,”  while  956  voters  failed 
to  mark  a  choice. 

This  was  the  third  time  the  voters  of 
Cambridge  were  called  upon  to  express 
themselves  on  the  question  of  adding  fluor¬ 
ide  to  the  water  supply. 

In  the  1953  municipal  election,  the  propo¬ 
sition  to  fluoridate  the  water  was  beaten 
20,194  to  13,935.  Fluoridation  of  the  water 
began  in  July  1960,  sifter  a  42-vote  plurality 
in  the  1959  election  when  the  results  were 
16,069  for  to  16,027  against. 

Fluoridation  of  the  water  supply  ended 
several  weeks  after  the  election  when  the 
Cambridge  Water  Board  voted  to  accept 
the  mandate  of  the  referendum. 


CITY  COUNCIL  .  1962-63 


Bernard  Goldberg 


Edward  A.  Crane 
Mayor 


Daniel  J.  Hayes,  Jr. 


Council  In  Tribute 
To  Former  Members 

Former  Mayor  John  D.  Lynch  and  re¬ 
tired  City  Councillor  Hyman  Pill— both  of 
whom  contributed  much  to  the  City  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  during  their  long  public  careers— 
died  in  1963. 

Hyman  Pill,  who  retired  from  the  City 
Council  on  December  31, 1957  after  24  years 
of  service,  died  on  March  25  at  the  Hebrew 
Home  For  the  Aged  in  Dorchester. 

The  late  City  Councillor,  hailed  as  a 
"unique,  notable  and  beloved  figure”  ir 
Cambridge  public  affairs,  had  been  elected 
to  office  for  12  successive  terms. 

Former  Mayor  John  D.  Lynch  died  on 
December  10  after  a  long  illness. 

The  former  Mayor's  30  year  political  ca¬ 
reer  ended  in  1961.  He  had  the  distinction 
of  being  the  only  public  official  to  have 
served  as  Mayor  of  Cambridge  under  the 
Plan  B  and  Plan  E  charters.  He  was 
Mayor  in  1936-1937  and  again  in  1946-1947. 
He  had  also  served  as  a  member  of  the— 
School  Committee. 

Councillors  Bow  Out 
After  Long  Service 

Two  Cambridge  City  Councillors  stepped 
off  the  center  of  the  political  stage  to  re¬ 
tire  at  the  end  of  1963  after  long  periods' 
of  public  service  in  municipal  government. 

City  Councillors  Joseph  A.  DeGuglielmo 
and  Pearl  K.  Wise  announced  earlier  in  the- 
year  that  they  would  not  seek  re-election' 
and  would  retire  from  public  office  at  ex¬ 
piration  of  their  terms  on  December  31. 

Councillor  DeGuglielmo,  who  had  served 
a  term  as  Mayor  of  Cambridge,  ended  a 
22-year  career  of  public  service  “because1 
of  personal  considerations.’  He  had  been, 
elected  to  the  City  Council  for  nine  consec¬ 
utive  terms. 

Mrs.  Wise's  decision  to  retire  ended  a 
political  career  which  spanned  14  years  of 
elective  office  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Committee  and  the  City  Council. 


Historic  Districts 
Commission  Named 

The  Cambridge  Historic  Districts  Com¬ 
mission  was  established  by  the  Cambridge 
City  Council  in  June  1963  and  at  the  same 
time  the  City  Council  accepted  a  study 
report  which  recommended  creation  of 
four  historic  districts  in  the  city. 

The  establishment  of  the  Cambridge 
Common,  Longfellow,  Lowell  and  Fayer- 
weather  Historic  Districts  were  recom¬ 
mended  in  a  detailed  report  filed  by  the 
Historic  Districts  Study  Committee.  Under 
provisions  of  the  ordinance  the  historic  dis¬ 
tricts  were  officially  established  on  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1963. 

At  a  November  meeting  the  City  Council 
voted  approval  of  the  City  Manager’s 
nomination  of  10  appointees  to  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Historic  Districts  Commission. 

Appointed  as  chairman  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion  was  Albert  B.  Wolfe  who  had  served 
as  chairman  of  file  commission  which  had 
conducted  the  early  studies.  Other  appoin¬ 
tees  are  Mrs.  Rosamond  Howe,  James  C. 
Hopkins,  Dwight  H.  Andrews,  Arthur  H. 
Brooks,  Jr.,  Hugh  M.  Lyons,  and  Henry 

D.  Winslow.  Alternate  members  appointed 
by  the  City  Manager  are  James  Ford 
Clapp,  Jr.,  J.  Henry  Quinn  and  Arthur 

E.  Sutherland. 

The  Historic  Districts  Commission  will 
conduct  architectural  surveys  of  the  city 
with  a  view  to  preserving  historic  build¬ 
ings  and  areas  and  to  mark  areas  and 
places  of  historic  interest. 


City  Clerk’s  Report 

There  were  3402  births  recorded  by  City 
Clerk  Thomas  M.  McNamara  in  1963,  a 
drop  of  97  from  the  previous  year. 

City  Clerk  McNamara  reports  that  in 

1963  a  total  of  1310  marriages  were  record¬ 
ed  as  compared  with  1286  for  the  previous 
year. 

Deaths  recorded  during  the  year  totalled 

1964  as  compared  with  1962  for  the  previous 
year. 

The  City  Clerk  received  $35,374.68  in  rev¬ 
enue  for  recording  fees,  license  fees  and 
the  issuance  of  certificates. 
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Praised  By  Housing  Board 

and  J°hn  J.  Conroy  was  elected  Vice-Chairman.  Other  Members  of  the 

Rt  hCV05-  ^|?ph  Burke>  A-  John  Serino  and  Walter 
n'  ,November  25,  1963,  the  Chairman  of  the  State  Housing 

haTex™  eP  P‘  Talarico  in  place  of  Mr-  Conroy,  whose  tem 


During  the  year,  the  Authority  held  21 
regular  meetings  and  five  special  meetings. 

The  total  permanent  staff  of  the  Author¬ 
ity  numbered  28  administrative  personnel 
and  45  maintenance  personnel. 

In  1963,  the  Cambridge  Housing  Author¬ 
ity  completed  its  28th  year  of  organization 
and  its  23rd  year  of  operation  of  housing 
projects.  During  this  period,  the  Authority 
has  acted  in  the  construction  of  13  housing 
developments,  11  of  which  are  still  in  oper¬ 
ation. 

The  management  activities  of  the  Author¬ 
ity  are  operated  from  a  Central  Office  and 
five  Management  Offices.  The  Authority  op¬ 
erates  a  central  purchasing  system  and 
does  considerable  cooperative  buying  with 
the  City  of  Cambridge. 

Activities  Program 

For  many  years,  the  Authority  has  had 
a  well  balanced  community  activities  pro¬ 
gram.  A  Community  Relations  Coordinator 
works  closely  with  social  service  and  rec¬ 
reation  agencies,  both  public  and  private-. 
An  Inter  Agency  Committee,  which  is  com¬ 
posed  of  most  of  the  public  and  private 
agencies  in  the  City,  has  furnished  great 
assistance  to  the  Authority  in  solving  ten¬ 
ant  problems.  Through  this  Committee,  we 
have  been  able  to  furnish  ‘'on  site”  Case 
Worker  service  to  families  at  New  Towne 
Court  and  Washington 
Under  the  sponsorship  of  the  Authority, 
and  with  the  cooperation  of  the  Cambridge 
Recreation  Department  and  private  agen¬ 
cies,  a  continuous  program  of  community 
and  recreational  activities  is  being  carried 
?“*•  include  playground  activities, 

basketball,  Brownies  and  Cub  Scouts,  Girl 
-  fecopts,  holiday,  programs,  camping  and 
handicrafts.  The  Cambridge  Art  Center  for 
children  has  been  in  operation  for  25  years. 

Tutors  Furnished 

The  Phillips  Brooks  Association,  a  Har- 
vard-Radcliffe  volunteer  service  organiza¬ 
tion,  initiated  and  carried  out  a  recreation 


and  tutoring  program  at  Roosevelt  Towers. 
The  program  operated  three  afternoons  a 
week  and  was  limited  to  children  from 
eight  to  twelve,  with  over  100  children 
registered.  Forty-six  volunteers  from  Har¬ 
vard,  Radcliffe  and  other  colleges  gave 
their  services  to  this  effort.  Group  activ¬ 
ities  included  wrestling,  arts  and  crafts, 
outdoor  sports,  trips,  ping  pong  and  other 
indoor  games. 

The  tutoring  program  was  very  success¬ 
ful  and  helped  40  children.  Subjects  in¬ 
cluded  remedial  reading  and  arithmetic. 
The  Master  of  the  Harrington  School  coop¬ 
erated  in  furnishing  the  group  with  the 
names  of  children  who  needed  and  wished 
help. 

This  recreation  and  tutoring  program  at 
Roosevelt  Towers  was  the  first  large  scale 
community  program  undertaken  outside  the 
New  Towne  Court  and  Washington  Elms 
area.  Hie  parents  at  Roosevelt  Towers 
were  most  helpful  in  getting  the  program 
underway.  Mothers  acted  as  Secretaries 
and  Coordinators  during  the  afternoon,  and 
both  Mothers  and  Fathers  met  frequently 
in  the  evenings  to  discuss  ideas  for  the 
program  and  formulate  plans  to  carry  them 
out.  The  success  of  the  program  at  Roose¬ 
velt  Towers  encourages  the  Authority  to 
look  for  programs  in  our  other  housing 
developments. 

Finance  and  Accounts 
Both  applications  and  placements  for  1963 
were  greater  than  in  1962,  The  reason  for 
me  greater  number  of  placements  was  that 
88  Elderly  tenants  were  placed  in  the  new 
John  F.  Kennedy  Apartments. 

Total  Operating  Income  for  the  year  1963 
amounted  to  51,181,062.44.  Total  Operating 
Expense  for  the  same  period  amounted  to 
5965,268.11,  leaving  a  Net  Operating  Income 
before  payment  of  Debt  Service  Obliga¬ 
tions,  of  $215,794.33.  During  the  year,  the 
Authority  made  payments  in  lieu  of  taxes 
for  a  12  month  period,  in  the  amount  of 
$70,146.91. 


City  Manager  John  J.  Curry  was  among  the  speakers  at  the  pro¬ 
gram  which  marked  the  official  opening  of  the  John  Fitzgerald  Ken¬ 
nedy  Apartment  building,  the  first  goal  in  the  Cambridge  Housing  Au¬ 
thority  s  program  for  housing  for  the  elderly.  The  dedication  ceremonies 
were  held  on  October  19,  1963,  only  34  days  before  the  assassination  of 
President  Kennedy,  thus  the  new  building  became  one  of  the  first  me¬ 
morials  in  honor  of  the  late  President. 


Housing  For  Elderly  Becomes 
Memorial  For  President 


The  Cambridge  Housing  Authority 
reached  its  first  goal  in  the  Elderly  Hous¬ 
ing  program  with  the  completion  and  dedi¬ 
cation  of  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Apartments 
at  Harvard  and  Essex  Streets. 

This  handsome  eight  story  structure  was 
the  first  public  building  named  in  honor  of 
our  late  beloved  President  and  was  dedi¬ 
cated  only  34  days  before  his  assassination. 
Hie  development  became  the  first  memor¬ 
ial  to  his  honor  in  Cambridge. 

The  88  apartments  in  this  development 
are  of  the  most  modem  fireproof  type. 
Twenty-eight  of  these  units  are  for  single 
occupancy  and  60  are  for  double  occupancy. 
The  apartments  are  serviced  by  dual  ele¬ 
vators  and  contain  all  modem  facilities  for 
the  safety  and  comfort  of  the  tenants.  Each 
apartment  has  two  separate  emergency 
alarm  systems,  one  in  the  bedroom  and  one 


in  the  bathroom.  The  building  is  completely 
sprinklered  and  has  a  fire  alarm  system, 
with  direct  connection  to  the  Cambridge 
Fire  Alarm  System,  and  four  fire  alarm 
stations  on  each  floor. 

Each  apartment  has  a  private  balcony; 
with  insulated  sliding  doors,  affording  a 
nine  foot  width  of  unobstructed  view. 
Kitchens  are  all  electric  and  baths  are  ul¬ 
tra  modem,  with  safety  devices,  and  fin¬ 
ished  in  full  ceramic  tile.  The  ground  floor 
features  an  attractive  foyer,  management 
office  and  a  recreation  room  with  kitchen. 

Impressive  dedication  ceremonies  for  the 
development  were  held  on  October  19th, 
With  Federal,  State,  County  and  Municipal 
dignitaries  in  attendance.  At  the  conclusion 
of  the  ceremonies,  the  apartments  and  oth¬ 
er  public  areas  of  the  development  were 
open  for  public  inspection. 


warri  A6  r,aQditl0naJ  i,riab?u  cuiting  ceremony  performed  by  Mayor 

ApartmeS  buildin^^  IT  °ff,cial  opening  of  the  Continental  Garc 
^  pa,  rne.nt,  hull  ding  at  14  Concord  avenue,  a  47  apartment  builr 

anHStr^=ted  by  ,PnVat<A  funds-  Architect  Arthur  H.  Brooks,  Jr.  ] 
Chauncey  dePew  Steele,  Jr.,  owner  of  the  new  structure  nari 
pated  in  the  ceremony.  (Fay  Foto  Service)  pari 


Library  Report  Stresses  Need 


By  PHILIP  H.  DOLAN 
Director,  Cambridge  Public  Library 

As  we  close  out  the  past  year  we  can  take 
satisfaction  that  the  library  fulfilled  its 
tasks.  The  Library,  handicapped  by  the 
continuing  problem  of  inadequate  space 
and  by  additional  burdens  of  ever  increas¬ 
ing  use  of  its  facilities,  has  not  only  been 
able  to  maintain  its  excellent  level  of  serv¬ 
ice  but  in  addition  has  even  been  able  to 
improve  and  expand  this  service.  The  li¬ 
brary  staff  is  responsible  for  the  happy  re- 
suit. 

It  is  fitting  to  quote  from  a  previous  re- 
port  the  following  which  covers  the  prob¬ 
lems  the  library  still  faces  in  its  staff  pro¬ 
gram:  “The  changed  nature  of  the  library’s 
role  in  the  community  has  forced  the  rec¬ 
ognition  of  the  importance  of  quality  in  the 
library  staff;  the  tremendously  increased 
use  of  the  library  facilities,  the  recognition 
thaj  more  individuals  are  needed  to  per¬ 
form  the  ever  expanding  tasks  of  the  li¬ 
brary.  The  Library  Administration  the 
City  Personnel  Office,  and  the  City  Manager 
all  recognize  this  problem  and  have  taken 
steps  to  solve  it.  As  the  opportunity  has 
arisen  the  library  has  added  Civil  Service 
employees  to  assume  the  increasing  volume 
of  clerical  tasks.  The  educational  require¬ 
ments  for  entrance  to  the  library  staff  have 
been  raised  to  the  minimum  of  a  Bachelor’s 
Degree  from  an  accredited  college.  This  is 


in  recognition  of  the  basic  fact  of  our  na¬ 
tional  fife  that  trained  minds  are  demanded 
by  the  sophisticated,  intellectual,  occupa¬ 
tional  and  business  needs  of  the  modern 
community.  The  additional  problem  of  li¬ 
brary  salaries  sufficiently  competitive  to 
permit  recruiting  to  the  middle  and  upper 
levels  of  the  library  staff  is  under  consid¬ 
eration  by  the  library  administration  and 
the  City  Manager.” 

Now  that  new  State  Aid  funds  are  avail¬ 
able  a  solution  to  the  above  problem  should 
be  possible  during  1964. 

A  new  children’s  room  at  the  Mount 
Auburn  Branch  Library  was  constructed 
and  a  beginning  was  made  in  the  new  ma¬ 
chine  charging  system  for  the  circulation  of 
library  materials. 

The  library  administration  thanks  the 
Trustees  and  the  City  Manager  for  their 
cooperation  and  the  library  administration 
extends  a  well  deserved  thank  you  to  the 
library  staff. 

Total  Circulation  of  books,  record  albums 
and  fihn  in  1963  was  618,021,  a  net  gain  of 
11,673  over  the  previous  year.  The  Library 
system  has  an  inventory  of  221,332  volumes. 

The  Board  of  Library  Trustees  in  its 
annual  report  to  the  City  Manager  com¬ 
mends  the  Library  staff  for  its  accomplish¬ 
ments  in  1963.  The  Trustees  sponsored  four 
lectures  under  the  Dowse  Fund  during  the 
year. 


Harvard  Student  Youth  Work 
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Cambridge  Renewal  Projects 
Won  National  Honor  Awards 

Cambridge’s  two  completed  renewal  projects  attained  two  dis¬ 
tinctions  in  1963 — both  projects  were  developed  without  cost  to  the 
city  and  both  won  national  awards  for  excellence. 


The  Ward  Melville  Medal  lor  Commun¬ 
ity  Development,  a  national  award,  was 
accepted  by  Mayor  Edward  A.  Crane  in 
ceremonies  at  Technology  Square  in  April 
lor  "the  best  accomplishment  in  com¬ 
munity  improvement  among  cities  of  in¬ 
termediate  size”. 

In  October  the  Federal  Housing  Admin¬ 
istration  in  Washington  elected  the  River- 
view  Project  at  Mt.  Auburn  and  Sparks 
Streets  lor  First  Honors  Award  for  Ex¬ 
cellent  Design.  Winners  were  selected 
from  315  entries,  representing  15  states, 
the  District  ol  Columbia  and  Puerto  Rico. 

Tech  Square 

Technology  Square  is  located  in  the  back 
yard  of  MIT.  On  this  14-acre  site  Stood 
the  former  Lever  Brothers,  32  buildings  of 
a  soap  manufacturing  plant,  and  five  acres 
of  blighted,  rodent-infested,  cold-water  ten¬ 
ements.  The  Cambridge  Redevelopment 
Authority  demolished  the  Rogers  Block 
and  the  combined  Lever  Brothers  and 
Rogers  Properties  were  acquired  by  the 
partnership  of  MIT  and  Cabot-Cabot  & 


Forbes  for  a  modem  office  and  research 
center. 

The  City  of  Cambridge  expects  to  re¬ 
ceive  approximately  seven  times  more  in 
annual  taxes  from  Technology  Square  than 
were  received  from  the  same  area  previ¬ 
ously.  This  should  be  about  $725,000  an¬ 
nually  making  Technology'  Square  the 
largest  single  tax  paying  property  in  Cam¬ 
bridge. 

Rivervlew  Project 

Likewise  the  Riverview  Project  has  an 
excellent  tax  record.  Whereas  the  River- 
view  area  returned  about  $7,000  annually 
to  the  city  on  taxes,  the  'same  area  will 
return  at  least  $50,000  annually. 

The  Cambridge  Redevelopment  Author¬ 
ity,  in  its  annual  report,  stated  that  all 
the  cash  advanced  for  the  development  of 
these  two  projects  has  been  or  will  be 
refunded  to  the  city  as  the  result  of  Fed¬ 
eral  credits  and  cash  grants  made  for  re¬ 
newal  by  the  State,  so  that  no  cash  out¬ 
lay  for  these  projects  will  be  required  by 
the  Qty  in  the  end. 


City  Planning  Board  Studies 
Cover  Many  Areas  Of  Interest 

By  ALAN  McCLENNEN,  Planning  Director 


Mayor  Edward  A.  Crane  accepts  the  Ward  Melville  Silver  Medal 
awarded  to  the  City  of  Cambridge  for  “the  best  accomplishment  in  com¬ 
munity  improvement  among  American  cities  of  intermediate  size.” 
Robert  C.  Erb,  president  of  the  Melville  Shoe  Corporation,  made  the 
presentation  at  ceremonies  held  at  Technology  Square.  The  award  was 
based  on  the  development  of  the  Technology  Square  office-research  cen¬ 
ter  complex  on  the  soap  factory  and  Rogers  block  site. 


The  Cambridge  Planning  Board  was  organized  for  the  year  1963 
at  a  meeting  on  January  8,  1963.  Dominic  Percoco  was  elected  Chair¬ 
man  and  JosephGuiney  was  re-elected  Vice-Chairman.  During  the  year 
the  Board  held  two  legal  hearings  and  13  meetings.  Board  members  at¬ 
tended  one  hearing  of  the  City  Council. 


The  year  has  been  active  with  the  staff 
providing  information  and  assistance  to 
many  individuals  interested  in  the  City 
from  many  points  of  view.  Detail  studies 
and  reports  have  covered  a  wide  variety 
of  subjects. 

MTA  Yard  Studied 

Die  various  reports  in  connection  with 
re-use  of  the  Bennett  Street  Yards  of  the 
Metropolitan  Transit  Authority  represented 
the  largest  single  work  prepared.  The  rela¬ 
tionships  between  Harvard  Square  as  now 
exists  and  the  MTA  Yards  in  the  present 
use  and  under  various  development  pro¬ 
posals  and  as  limited  by  various  zoning 
categories  were  explored  in  detail.  The 
Board  and  Staff  were  assisted  in  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  this  report  by  traffic  data  col¬ 
lected  for  the  Harvard  Trust,  the  Harvard 
Coop  and  the  University  by  Bruce  Camp¬ 
bell  and  Associates.  While  action  toward 
disposition  has  been  halted  by  the  MTA, 
the  report  will  be  of  value  if  action  is  re¬ 
instituted. 

Several  orders  were  passed  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil  in  relation  to  Metropolitan  District  Com¬ 
mission  Parkway  changes  finally  calling  on 
the  Board  to  make  a  comparative  analysis 
of  construction  proposals  an  Alewife  Brook 
Parkway  in  contrast  to  Memorial  Drive. 
The  Board  concluded  the  Alewife  Brook 
Parkway  should  be  cared  for  first  and  that 
action  on  Memorial  Drive  other  than  signal 
modernization,  should  await  completion  of 
the  Massachusetts  Turnpike. 

Reports  To  Council 

Reports  were  made  in  response  to  Coun¬ 
cil  Orders  on  an  additional  number  of  mat¬ 
ters.  With  the  Qty  Engineer,  problems 
related  to  reducing  the  flood  plain  of  the 
Charles  River  Basin  were  reviewed.  A  re¬ 
port  on  some  mathematical  impacts  of  the 
leasing  of  air  rights  above  public  parking 
lots  was  prepared.  A  report  opposing  the 
sale  of  part  of  St.  Peter’s  Field  for  parking 
was  submitted  with  the  substitute  recom¬ 
mendation  that  land  be  leased  for  a  period 
of  years. 

In  the  area  of  Zoning,  the  Board  ap¬ 
proved  a  petition  for  a  change  of  zone  on 
Green  Street.  As  a  result  of  adoption  of 
the  change  by  the  City  Council,  the  first 
private  apartment  house  in  this  neighbor 
hood  in  many  years  is  under  construction 
at  this  location. 


requests  which  would  violate  the  density, 

1  parking  and  use  requirements  of  the  ordi¬ 
nance.  While  taking  these  actions  the 
Board  has  been  reviewing  tile  ordinances 
to  determine  what  refinements  should  be 
made.  Also  many  of  the  building  projects 
in  the  Qty  have  been  studied,  often  in 
the  preliminary  stages  so  that  any  overly 
restrictive  aspects  of  the  ordinance  may 
be  unearthed.  The  Board  notes  that  there 
is  a  constant  flow  of  new  construction  with 
3  private  apartment  projects  with  some 
250  apartments  under  way  at  years  end, 
all  complying  with  the  Ordinance.  While 
some  projects  remain  in  the  planning 
stage,  action  on  another  300  apartments  is 
forseen  for  the  coming  year. 


Studies  of  the  use  of  the  Clay  Pits,  (Cilty 
Dump)  have  been  initiated  but  not  con¬ 
cluded.  Uncertainties  as  to  the  Route  2  Ex¬ 
tension  make  definitive  recommendations 
difficult.  It  is  expected  that  with  action  on 
Alewife  Brook  Parkway  being  proposed  by 
the  M.D.C.  that  some  sort  of  action  may 
become  necessary  on  the  Route  2  exten¬ 
sion.  It  is  clear  that  a  consolidated  review 
of  this  whole  area  by  Cambridge,  Massa¬ 
chusetts  Department  of  Public  Works, 
Metropolitan  District  Commission  and  the 
Metropolitan  Transit  Authority  would  be 
of  benefit  to  all. 

In  June  the  Board  filed  a  special  report 
with  the  City  Council  urging  that  receipts 
from  the  sale  of  the  Sanatorium  be  set 
aside  and  used  only  for  purchase  of  land 
far  expansion  of  school  and  recreational 
areas. 

During  the  winter  and  the  spring  the 
staff  worked  with  the  City  Council  on  the 


problem  related  to  the  reactivation  of  the 
Donnelly  Field  Project.  Alternate  methods 
of  approach  were  evolved  and  in  due 
course  the  Council  passed  resolutions  and 
appropriated  funds  to  initiate  activity 
based  on  a  high  degree  ctf  citizen  partici¬ 
pation. 

The  Board  worked  with  the  Housing  Au¬ 
thority  by  reviewing  sites  for  projects  for 
the  Elderly  in  North  Cambridge  and  East 
Cambridge. 

The  staff  continued  its  cooperative  ac¬ 
tivity  with  public  and  private  groups.  The 
director  continued  to  act  as  Clerk  of  the 
Urban  Renewal  Coordinating  Committee. 
The  staff  continued  to  work  with  the  His¬ 
torical  Committee.  With  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  monthly  maps  of  commercial 
properties  for  sale  and  lease  were  pre¬ 
pared.  Social  Characteristics  of  Cambridge 
far  1960  was  published  as  a  companion 
document  to  the  previous  1950  compilation. 


Reviews  Zone  Cases 
The  Board  has  reviewed  all  the  cases 
before  the  Board  of  Zoning  Appeal.  The 
Board  has  urged  both  approval  and  disap¬ 
proval  and  in  other  cases  remained  silent. 
As  a  general  rule  it  has  opposed  variance 


An  aerial  view  of  the  vast  Bennett  Street  yards  of  the  Transit  Authority  for  which  millions  were 
bid  when  possible  sale  was  considered  because  of  a  proposed  plan  to  locate  storage  and  maintenance  facili¬ 
ties  elsewhere.  The  site  was  being  discussed  as  a  possible  alternate  location  for  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Memor¬ 
ial  Library.  The  Cambridge  Planning  Board  in  1963  prepared  a  study  in  connection  with  re-use  of  the  12.2 
acres  if  the  land  is  sold  in  the  future.  (Photo  by  New  England  Survey  Service,  Inc.) 
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Flames  roared  through  the  roof  of  the  Sacred  Heart  Church  on 
Sixth  street,  East  Cambridge,  causing  extensive  damage  to  the  88-year- 
old  edifice  in  July.  Cambridge  firefighters  are  shown  battling  the  blaze 
from  the  roof  top  of  the  adjacent  rectory.  The  blaze  was  the  second 
major  fire  to  occur  within  a  few  months  in  the  East  Cambridge  section 
of  the  city. 


Cambridge  firefighters  battled  the  most  dangerous  and  the  worst 
fire  in  the  history  of  the  city  when  the  century  old  J.  P.  Squires  meat 
packing  plant  in  East  Cambridge  erupted  into  flame  on  Easter  Sunday, 
April  1963.  Firefighters  from  surrounding  communities  joined  with 
Cambridge  firefighters  to  contain  the  blaze  to  the  abandoned  building 
and  won  great  praise  for  their  heroic  battle. 

(Photo  by  LeRoy  Ryan,  Boston  Globe). 


City’s  Worst  Fire  Threatened 
Many  East  Cambridge  Homes 


By  CHIEF  VINCENT  P.  GALVIN 
Cambridge  Fire  Department 
The  Cambridge  Fire  Department  had 
its  busiest  year  in  1963  when  fire  fighters 
responded  to  4841  alarms  and  battled  the 
most  spectacular  and  most  dangerous  fire 
in  the  city’s  history. 

Four  deaths  and  financial  losses  of  more 
than  $750,000  was  the  price  paid  for  fires 
■in- Cambridge  last  year. 

While  this  was  a  tremendous  toll  we  are 
grateful  that  the  cost  was  not  even  greater 
as  a  result  of  the  Easter  Sunday  fire  which 
destroyed  the  119  year  old  Squires  meat 
packing  plant  in  East  Cambridge. 

Homes  Saved 

This  fire  erupted  violently  and  was  the 
most  dangerous  in  the  history  of  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Before  it  was  brought  under  control 
it  had  driven  hundreds  of  families  from 
their  nearby  homes.  Fire  embers  showered 
over  an  eight  block  area  threatening  frame 
dwellings  and  other  buildings.  Scores  of  in¬ 
cipient  fires  in  the  area  were  extinguished 
by  fire  companies  patrolling  the  streets  and 


not  a  single  home  was  lost. 

A  two-alarm  fire  destroyed  the  Home¬ 
stead  Restaurant  on  Alewife  Brook  Park¬ 
way  on  Easter  Monday  while  firefighters 
were  still  pouring  water  on  the  ruins  of  the 
old  meat  packing  plant. 

The  East  Cambridge  area  was  again 
threatened  in  June  when  the  Sacred  Heart 
Church  was  involved  in  a  major  fire  which 
required  three  alarms. 

Many  False  Alarms 

The  1963  total  of  4841  alarms  is  an  all- 
time  high  and  was  631  higher  than  the  prev¬ 
ious  year.  False  alarms  numbered  640, 
which  is  11  per  cent  of  the  total  calls.  Of 
the  1701  alarms  which  were  for  actual  fires, 


11  were  two-alarm  blazes  and  three  alarms 
were  required  for  the  Squires  and  Sacred 
Heart  Church  fires.  Accident  and  special 
emergencies  accounted  for  1968  alarms,  an 
increase  of  190  over  the  previous  year. 

The  Cambridge  Rescue  Company  was 
used  during  the  year  as  a  training  area  by 
Dr.  Donald  F.  Dressier,  coordinator  of 
Medical  Education  for  National  Defense 
of  the  Tufts  University  School  of  Medicine. 
Groups  of  medical  students  were  assigned 
to  spend  duty  hours  and  to  respond  to  em¬ 
ergency  calls  with  the  Rescue  Company. 
The  program  will  be  continued  during  1964. 

Training  Program 

Training  programs  were  carried  out  dur¬ 


ing  the  year  under  the  supervision  of  Depu¬ 
ty  Chief  Joseph  A.  Mullen,  department  drill 
master.  A  Red  Cross  standard  First  Aid 
course  was  given  to  all  members  of  the 
department.  Dr.  Donald  F.  Dressier  gave 
two  medical  lectures  covering  burns,  shock, 
emergency  care  of  fractures  and  care  of 
minor  wounds  and  injuries.  Nine  members 
of  the  department  were  qualified  by  the 
Civil  Defense  Training  School  as  instructors 
in  light  and  heavy  rescue  operations. 

In  1963  Captains  John  F.  Kenney  and 
Daniel  J.  Reagan  were  promoted  to  the 
rank  of  Deputy  Chief  and  Privates  Richard 
C.  Cully,  William  J.  Kelley,  James  V.  Raf¬ 
ferty,  William  J.  Friel,  Cornelius  J. 
O'Brien  and  George  W.  Thorp  were  promot¬ 
ed  to  the  rank  of  Lieutenant. 

The  Fire  Prevention  program  —  one  of 
education  and  inspection  —  was  carried  on 
during  the  year  under  the  supervision  of 
Deputy  Chief  Francis  J.  Connelly.  The  Fire 
Department  made  more  than  12,000  fire 
prevention  inspections  during  the  year. 


A  spectacular  view  of  the  meat  packing  plant  fire  which  threatened  the  entire  East  Cambridge  section  on  Easter  Sundav  Anril  1963 
The  blaze  erupted  in  the  early  afternoon  and  reached  spectacular  proportions  as  darkness  fell.  The  flames  could  be  seen  manv  miles  from  Cam' 
bridge.  Firefighters  from  Cambridge  and  surrounding  communities  fought  the  flames  for  manv  hours  and  succeeded  in  containing  it  within  the 
walls  of  the  century-old  building.  Roving  patrols  of  firefighters  extinguished  incipient  fires  on  roof  tops  of  nearby  homes  This  nhotno-ranh 
taken  by  Boston  Globe  Photographer  Bob  Dean  from  Storrow  Drive.  y  niS  pnotograph 


was 
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Redevelopment  Authority  Begins 
New  Studies  of  Projects 

By  PAUL  J.  FRANK 
Acting  Executive  Director 

This  is  the  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Cambridge  Redevelop¬ 
ment  Authority,  organized  February  20,  1957,  with  headquarters  in 
the  City  Hall  Annex,  57  Inman  Street. 

Officers  elected  on  May  1,  1963  to  serve  until  the  next  annual 
meeting  were:  Thomas  J.  Murphy,  Chairman;  Thaddeus  R.  Beal,  Vice 
Chairman;  Paul  R.  Corcoran,  Treasurer,  and  Charles  M.  Haar,  Assis¬ 
tant  Treasurer.  John  A.  Lunn,  Chairman  from  1960  to  1963,  is  the 


fifth  member  of  the  Authority. 

Mayor  Edward  A.  Crane,  on  April  25, 
1963,  accepted  for  the  City  the  Ward  Mel¬ 
ville  Award  for  Community  Development. 
Robert  C.  Erb,  President  of  the  Melville 
Shoe  Corporation  who  presented  the  award, 
said  that  Technology  Square  was  “the  best 
accomplishment  in  community  improve¬ 
ment  among  American  cities  of  intermedi¬ 
ate  size.” 

“Cambridge  is  pleased  that  the  Ward  Mel¬ 
ville  Award  judges  are  paying  national 
tribute  to  this  city  for  Technology  Square 
which  will  join  with  many  other  scientific 
facilities  to  uphold  the  reputation  of  this 
University  City  as  the  nerve  center  of  the 
nation’s  research  and  development  pro¬ 
gram,”  Mayor  Crane  declared  in  accepting 
the  award  at  the  luncheon. 

“And  what  is  also  pleasing,”  the  Mayor 
continued,  “to  the  citizens  of  Cambridge 
is  that  Technology  Square,  when  completed, 
should  be  the  biggest  single  source  of  tax 
revenue  to  the  City.  The  Cambridge  Re¬ 
development  Authority  members  are  to  be 
commended  for  their  outstanding  success 
in  this  development.” 

Immediately  following  the  award  lunch¬ 
eon,  Mayor  Crane  was  joined  by  Tech¬ 
nology  Square  officials,  Dr.  James  R.  Kil¬ 
lian,  Jr.,  Chairman  of  the  Corporation, 
Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  and 
Gerald  W.  Blakeley,  Jr.,  President  of 
Cabot,  Cabot  &  Forbes  Co.;  and  by  John  A. 
Lunn,  Chairman  of  the  Cambridge  Rede¬ 
velopment  Authority,  in  groundbreaking 
ceremonies  for  the  second  building  575 
Technology  Square,  now  under  construc¬ 
tion. 

In  June,  1963,  the  Redevelopment  Au¬ 
thority  signed  the  official  Certificate  of 
Completion  for  the  first  building,  545  Tech¬ 
nology  Square. 

Refund  To  City 

On  September  12,  1963  the  Redevelopment 
Authority  refunded  to  the  City  $80,000  from 
the  Riverview  Account.  This  transaction 
was  made  possible  because  the  Federal 
Housing  and  Home  Finance  Agency  ap¬ 
proved  a  credit  of  $182,732.00  to  the  River- 
view  Project  for  the  new  Peabody  School, 
which  credit  more  than  constitutes  the 
city’s  share  of  the  Riverview  net  project 
cost. 

The  City  in  1963  received  the  annual  pay¬ 
ment  of  $5,388.18  from  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts  as  the  State's  estimated 
share  of  the  Rogers  and  Riverview  Net 
Project  costs.  Since  the  start  of  the  annual 
renewal  grants  authorized  by  the  Legis¬ 
lature  the  City  has  received  $21,552.72  of 
the  estimated  total  of  $107,763.63  to  be  paid 
over  a  20-year  period.  The  exact  amount 
of  the  total  state  grant  will  be  known  when 
the  final  project  costs  are  tabulated  for  the 
Riverview  Project. 

All  the  records  of  the  Cambridge  Rede¬ 
velopment  Authority  were  audited  by  State 
Auditor’s  Department  for  the  six-year  pe¬ 
riod  from  June  30,  1957  to  March  31,  1963. 

Council  Asks  Study 

As  a  result  of  two  orders  passed  in  City 
Council  in  April  1963,  the  Cambridge  Re¬ 
development  Authority  was  ordered  “to 
restudy  the  former  Donnelly  Field  Renew¬ 
al  Project  area  with  a  view  to  submitting 
to  the  City  Council  a  revised  tentative  plan 
taking  into  full  consideration  the  rights  and 
interests  of  home  owners,  residents,  and 
citizens  and  the  problems  involved  in  relo¬ 
cation,—.”  The  City  Manager,  in  the  Gty 
Council  order,  was  requested  "to  provide 
the  Redevelopment  Authority  with  such 
resources  as  it  may  require  to  conduct  this 
study  until  such  time  as  Federal  financing 
is  again  made  available  for  planning  pur¬ 
poses.” 

On  June  24,  1963,  the  City  Council  ap¬ 
proved  a  $40,000  appropriation  to  the  Au¬ 
thority  to  finance  the  start  of  the  restudy 
of  the  area  to  be  known  as  the  Wellington- 
Harrington  Project  Area. 

Also  at  the  direction  of  the  Gty  Council, 
Mayor  Edward  A.  Crane  appointed  the 
Wellington-Harrington  Gtizens  Committee 
to  work  with  the  Gty  Council  and  the 


Redevelopment  Authority  in  proposing  a 
neighborhood  improvement  plan  for  the 
Wellington-Harrington  area. 

In  December,  1963,  Morris  Kritzman 
joined  the  staff  of  the  Redevelopment  Au¬ 
thority  to  represent  the  Authority  on  the 
Gtizens  Committee,  to  serve  as  its  secre¬ 
tary,  and  to  assist  in  making  arrangements 
for  opening  and  maintaining  headquarters 
in  the  area  for  the  committee. 

Parking  Meter  Cash 
Receipts  Are  High 

Parking  meter  receipts  and  fines  for 
parking  violations  put  $412,947.90  into  the 
Gty  Treasury  in  1963  according  to  the  re¬ 
port  filed  by  William  E.  McLaughlin,  Park¬ 
ing  Meter  Coordinator. 

The  1963  receipts  were  $22,550.56  more 
than  tile  amount  collected  in  1962. 

Violators  of  parking  ordinances  paid 
$234,683.82  in  fines  in  1963,  an  increase  of 
$18,393.05  over  the  previous  year. 

The  city  had  2900  parking  meters  in  op¬ 
eration  in  1963,  up  395  from  1962.  There 
were  2320  meters  at  curbside  on  the  streets 
and  580  in  municipal  parking  lots. 


Electrician’s  Report 

Modernization  of  fire  alarm  systems  in 
eight  Cambridge  elementary  schools  was 
accomplished  by  the  Cambridge  Electrical 
and  Fire  Alarm  department  in  1963. 

Gty  Electrician  and  Chief  Fire  Alarm 
Operator  William  H.  Crocker  in  his  1963 
report  states  that  interior  fire  alarm  sys¬ 
tems  in  the  elementary  schools  were  con¬ 
nected  directly  to  Fire  Alarm  headquarters. 

During  the  year  an  additional  43  street 
lights  were  installed  bringing  the  total  of 
street  lights  to  3732.  Mercury  lighting  was 
installed  on  Harvard  street,  Main  street, 
Michael  A.  Sullivan  square,  and  at  spot 
locations  throughout  the  city. 

The  Electrical  Department  employees 
provided  routine  maintenance  of  electrical 
equipment  for  all  municipal  departments 
and  in  addition  completed  a  number  of 
major  installation  projects  in  schools,  mun¬ 
icipal  institutions  and  other  public  buildings. 

Auditor’s  Report 

The  City  of  Cambridge  continues  to  earn 
high  ratings  with  finance  houses  who  rate 
municipalities  for  investors  in  municipal 
bonds. 

City  Auditor  Martin  F.  Nolan  in  his  re¬ 
port  to  the  Cambridge  City  Council  and  the 
City  Manager  states  that  the  city  has  an 
“Aa”  rating  by  Moody’s  Investor  Service 
Inc. 

The  City  Auditor  submits  a  Balance  Sheet 
as  of  December  31,  a  Comparative  State¬ 
ment  of  1962  and  1963  receipts,  and  a  State¬ 
ment  of  Outstanding  Debt  as  of  December 
31,  1963,  as  part  of  his  report  to  the  City 
Council. 

“These  summaries  reflect  the  sound  fi¬ 
nancial  condition  of  the  city.  Our  books  are 
current  and  all  obligations  are  audited  and 
warranted  for  prompt  payment,  enabling 
the  city  to  take  full  advantage  of  cash  dis¬ 
counts  and  allowances,”  Auditor  Nolan 
reports. 

Control  of  the  municipal  employee’s 
group  insurance  program  is  maintained  by 
the  Auditor’s  office.  More  than  2600  em¬ 
ployees  were  covered  in  the  program  which 
provides  life  insurance,  hospital,  medical 
and  surgical  coverage.  The  cost  to  the  City 
in  1963  for  half  of  the  joint  program  was 
$209,809.47. 


Budget  Approved  As 
Offered  By  Manager 

The  1963  municipal  budget  of  $22,855,- 
953.34  submitted  by  Gty  Manager  John  J. 
Girry  was  adopted  by  the  Gty  Council  on 
Mardh  11  without  change. 

Budget  Examiner-Personnel  Director 
Owen  F.  McGill  states  in  his  annual  re¬ 
port  that  close  scrutiny  of  the  amounts 
requested  by  department  heads  resulted 
in  a  paring  of  $1,238,160.56  in  the  budget 
prior  to  Sts  submission  to  the  Council  for 
final  action. 

Throughout  the  year  procedures  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  Budget-Personnel  Depart¬ 
ment  maintained  a  continuous  review  of 
departmental  expenditures  for  operation. 

The  Department’s  division  of  personnel 
administration  was  active  during  the  year 
in  recruitment  programs  for  professional, 
semi-professional,  and  clerical  workers  re¬ 
quired  by  various  departments. 

The  Personnel  Director  works  closely 
with  placement  directors  in  Cambridge 
high  schools  by  keeping  the  schools  in¬ 
formed  of  pending  Gvil  Service  examina¬ 
tions  to  fill  vacancies  in  clerical  positions. 
During  the  year,  the  division  cooperated 
with  Northeastern  University's  Engineer¬ 
ing  School  to  set  up  a  trainee  program  in 
the  Traffic  and  Parking  Department.  An 
affiliation  program  with  Northeastern  has 
also  been  developed  for  the  training  of 
x-ray  technicians  at  the  Cambridge  City 
Hospital. 

New  Machines  Raise 
Printing  Output 

The  Printing  Division  of  the  Cambridge 
Purchasing  Department  received  new 
equipment  and  contracts  for  machine  pro¬ 
cessing  of  important  municipal  records 
were  negotiated  in  1963. 

In  his  annual  report,  Purchasing  Agent 
John  H.  Corcoran  states  that  the  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  a  new  off-set  press,  power  paper 
cutter,  collating,  folding,  and  binding  ma¬ 
chines  will  increase  the  quantity  and  qual¬ 
ity  of  the  printing  division  operation. 

Data  processing  service  contracts  have 
been  signed  to  process  billing  for  real 
estate  and  personal  property  taxes,  and 
water  bills.  Police  listings  and  the  voting 
list,  revised  annually,  will  also  be  handled 
under  the  contract. 

Purchasing  of  supplies  and  equipment 
for  all  departments  of  the  city  is  the  prin¬ 
ciple  function  of  the  Purchasing  Agent’s 
department  and  more  than  15,000  purchase 
orders  and  425  formal  contracts  were  pro¬ 
cessed  during  the  year. 


Treasurer’s  Report 

Gty  Treasurer  and  Collector  of  Taxes 
Frederick  J.  Reardon  reports  that  a  total 
of  $46,000,000  was  handled  by  the  Treas¬ 
urer’s  Department  in  1963. 

“Our  principal  source  of  revenue  is  the 
real  estate  tax  and  at  year  end  $15,732,500 
had  been  collected,”  Treasurer  Reardon 
reported. 

Personal  Property  taxes  of  $1,975,000  and 
Motor  Vehicle  excise  taxes  amounting  to 
$1,200,000  were  also  collected. 

“In  anticipation  of  the  tax  collections, 
the  city  borrowed  $6,000,000  from  local 
banks  at  a  cost  of  $42,984  interest,”  Mr. 
Reardon  said,  "The  interest  charge  was 
partially  offset  by  a  return  of  $20,670  which 
was  earned  by  restricted  funds  invested  in 
U.  S.  Treasury  bills.” 

The  Gty  Treasurer  collected  $2,138,604  in 
withholding  taxes  for  the  U.  S.  Government 
and  $190,646  for  the  Commonwealth  of  Mas¬ 
sachusetts. 

The  Gty  of  Cambridge  entered  1964  with 
cash  assets  of  approximately  $3,000,000,  the 
Treasurer’s  report  states. 


License  Commission 

Fees  for  all  types  of  licenses  issued  by 
the  Cambridge  License  Commission  put 
$228,051.68  into  the  Gty  Treasury  in  1963 
The  Commission  issued  3991  licenses  at 
varying  fees. 

The  largest  source  of  license  income  was 
the  195  liquor  licenses  issued  for  a  total  of 
$201,130  in  fees. 

The  License  Commission  held  regular 
meetings  at  2  p.m.  on  Tuesdays  at  Gty 
Hall. 


Civic  Unity  Group 
Works  For  Harmony 

The  Cambridge  Gvic  Unity  Committee 
held  many  meetings  during  the  year  in 
carrying  out  its  responsibilities  as  the  of¬ 
ficial  municipal  agency  for  analyzing  and 
evaluating  problems  of  minority  groups. 

R.  Wilbur  Bright  was  chairman  of  the 
Committee  during  1963.  Other  officers  were 
Mrs.  Wallace  Dickson,  vice-chairman; 
Mrs.  Judson  Shaplin  and  Henry  M.  Nevin, 
served  as  Secretary. 

The  Committee  aims  to  eliminate  fric¬ 
tions  which  my  arise  because  of  differing 
racial  backgrounds  or  other  factors  and 
through  programs  and  conferences  seeks 
to  bring  about  understanding  and  cooper¬ 
ation. 

The  Gvic  Unity  Committee  held  meet¬ 
ings  throughout  the  year  to  discuss  prob¬ 
lems  covering  areas  of  equal  employment 
opportunity,  fair  housing,  apprenticeship 
training,  and  religion.  Dr,  Gordan  W.  All- 
port  of  the  Department  of  Social  Relations, 
Harvard  University,  was  the  principal 
speaker  at  the  Ninth  Annual  Gergy  Sem¬ 
inar  sponsored  by  the  Gvic  Unity  Commit¬ 
tee. 

Miss  Carol  M.  Smith  served  as  the  act¬ 
ing  Executive  Director  of  the  Committee 
for  the  year. 


Retirement  Board 

The  Cambridge  Retirement  Board  ap¬ 
proved  28  applications  for  pensions  and  10 
applications  for  survivor  benefits  under  the 
Contributory  System  in  1963.  The  Board 
also  approved  13  requests  for  pensions  and 
6  requests  for  survivor  benefits  under  the 
Non  Contributory  System  in  1963. 

Retirement  allowances  in  1963  amounted 
to  $718,943.63.  The  book  value_fif_iaK£Sfc- 
ments  held  as  of  December  31,  1963  in 
bonds,  stocks,  and  Savings  Banks  amounted 
to  $6,061,238,73  with  interest  earnings  of 
$204,790.81. 

The  Cambridge  Retirement  Board  for 
1963  consisted  of  three  members:  Chair¬ 
man,  George  W.  Mickle;  Secretary,  Martin 
F.  Nolan;  and  Manning  A.  Williams. 

Foreclosed  Property 

Property  acquired  by  the  Gty  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  by  virtue  of  tax  lien  foreclosure  is 
under  the  care,  custody  and  management 
of  Atty.  Samuel  M.  Flaksman,  the  Cus¬ 
todian  of  Foreclosed  Property. 

At  the  beginning  of  1963,  there  were  21 
parcels  on  hand,  all  vacant  land.  During 
the  year,  one  additional  parcel  was  ac¬ 
quired  and  five  were  sold  at  public  auction 
returning  them  to  the  tax  rolls  of  the  city. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  17  par¬ 
cels  remaining.  These  parcels  are  avail¬ 
able  to  the  public  for  purchase.  Informa¬ 
tion  concerning  the  availability  of  fore¬ 
closed  property  for  purchase  may  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  Attorney  Flaksman  at  Room 
705  ,  678  Massachusetts  ave. 

Sealer’s  Report 

Cambridge  Sealer  of  Weights  and  Meas¬ 
ures  Anders  T.  Anderson  reports  that  his 
department  made  5401  tests  of  weighing 
and  measuring  devices  in  1963.  The  testing 
resulted  in  521  scales  being  adjusted  and 
103  others  being  condemned. 

In  addition  to  testing.  Sealer  Anderson 
checked  more  than  10,000  pre-packaged 
commodities  offered  for  sale  in  stores 
throughout  the  city.  These  commodities  in¬ 
cluded  meats,  bread,  fruits  and  vegetables. 

It  was  found  that  552  packages  were  under¬ 
weight  and  160  packages  were  overweight. 

The  Department  inspected  and  tested 
scales,  gasoline  pumps,  oil  truck  meters, 
clinical  thermometers  and  taxi  meters. 


Harvard  University  has  close  to  130,000 
living  alumni  scattered  in  every  state  of 
the  Union  and  in  most  of  the  countries  of 
the  world,  according  to  Dr.  Nathan  Pusey’s 
1963  report  as  Predident  of  the  University. 
More  than  2000  students  and  scholars  come 
to  Harvard  each  year  from  foreign  coun¬ 
tries. 
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The  late  Governor  Paul  A.  Dever,  Mayor  Edward  A.  Crane,  and  Con¬ 
gressman  John  F.  Kennedy  are  shown  in  July  1950  as  they  reviewed 
a  parade  at  Cambridge  Common  in  conjunction  with  the  dedication  of 
the  Washington  Elm  Memorial. 


“The  world  stopped  and  wept  with  us,”  an 
American  abroad  wrote  to  describe  the  shock  and 
grief  which  swept  the  world  on  November  22, 1963 
when  President  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  was 
assassinated. 

“We  in  Cambridge  have  a  special  place  in  our 
hearts  for  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  because  he 
finished  his  formal  education  within  the  City  of 
Cambridge  and  began  his  political  career  as  the 
Congressman  representing  the  City  of  Cambridge. 
It  was  not  that  others  loved  him  less,  but  rather 
that  we  loved  him  more.” 

These  words  were  used  by  Mayor  Edward  A. 
Crane  and  the  Cambridge  City  Council  in  a  memo¬ 
rial  resolution  adopted  on  December  2,  1963  to 
express  the  grief  of  the  people  of  Cambridge. 

There  were  many  in  Cambridge  —  people  in 
all  walks  of  life  —  who  had  had  some  personal 
association  with  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy.  Some 
had  known  him  intimately  as  a  student  at  Har¬ 
vard,  as  our  city’s  Congressman,  United  States 
Senator,  and  President  of  the  United  States.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  photographs  and  other  mementoes  of 
these  associations  were  shown  to  the  public  at 
the  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  Memorial  Exhibit  at 
Cambridge  City  Hall  during  the  closing  weeks  of 
1963  as  the  world  mourned.  An  album  containing 
these  and  many  more  photographs  displayed  at 
the  exhibit  was  presented  on  behalf  of  the  citizens 
of  Cambridge  to  the  Kennedy  Family  by  Mayor 
Edward  A.  Crane. 

“It  was  not  that  others  loved  him  less,  but 
rather  that  we  loved  him  more.” 


Cambridge  school  children  viewed  the  hundreds  of  photographs  and 
other  mementoes  of  President  Kennedy  associations  with  Cambridge 
and  its  people.  Russell  School  pupils  at  the  exhibit,  1.  to  r.,  Deborah 
Meehan,  Kathy  Conway  and  Nancy  Votrain. 


President  Kennedy  is  shown  as  he  greeted  members  of  the  Matignon 
High  School  basketball  team  and  others  at  the  White  House  in  April, 
1963.  Congressman  Thomas  P.  O’Neill,  Jr.,  with  back  to  camera,  had 
just  introduced  the  team  to  the  President. 


A  city  mourns  a  leader  and  friend.  The  Cambridge  City  Council 
Chamber  was  the  scene  of  the  John  Fitzgerald  Kennedy  Memorial 
Exhibit  during  the  final  weeks  of  1963.  The  Draper  portrait  of  the 
late  President  was  shown  to  the  public  for  the  first  time. 


Congressman  Thomas  P.  O’Neill  Jr.,  of  Cambridge,  offers  congratu¬ 
lations  to  Senator  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  on  the  morning  following  the 
Texas  senator’s  nomination  as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Vice- 
President.  Photo  was  taken  at  Los  Angeles  in  August  1960.  Congress¬ 
man  O’Neill  succeeded  John  F.  Kennedy  as  Cambridge’s  Congressman. 


Smiling  faces  greeted  a  smiling  John  F.  Kennedy  when  he  returned  to 
the  Harvard  Yard  on  January  9,  1961,  eleven  days  before  his  inaugu¬ 
ration  as  the  thirty-fifth  President  of  the  United  States.  The  President¬ 
elect  came  to  Cambridge  to  attend  a  meeting  as  an  Overseer  of 
Harvard  College. 
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Future  01  Rindge  Studied 

By  JOHN  M.  TOBIN,  Superintendent 
Cambridge  School  Department 

(Following  is  a  summary  of  the  annual  report  submitted  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools  to  the  Cambridge  School  Committee  and  the 
citizens  of  Cambridge.  The  complete  report  is  available  at  the  office  o) 
the  Superintendent.) 

I  submit  herewith  my  19th  annual  report  which  is  the  96th  in  the 
series  of  annual  reports  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  and  the  124th  in 
the  printed  reports  of  the  School  Committee  of  Cambridge. 


In  Diamond  Jubilee  Year 


Skillful  maneuvering  and  knowledge  of  safety  rules  for  bicycle  rid¬ 
ing  won  championship  laurels  for  nine-year-old  Linda  O’Brien  at  the 
annual  bicycle  rodeo  held  on  Cambridge  Common  under  the  supervision 
of  Sergeant  John  E.  McCarthy,  Cambridge  Police  Safety  Education  di¬ 
rector.  The  rodeo  is  sponsored  by  the  Cambridge  Junior  Chamber  of 
Commerce.  (Photo  by  Ed  Colleran,  Cambridge  Police) 


The  year  1963  has  been  a  .notable  one  lor 
our  country  and  for  the  Cambridge  Public 
Schools.  On  the  local  scene,  the  Rindge 
Technical  School  was  the  center  of  public 
attention  on  several  counts  and  at  several 
times.  The  School  celebrated  the  T5th  Anni¬ 
versary  of  its  founding  in  1888  as  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Manual  Training  School.  Headmas¬ 
ter  Emeritus  John  W.  Wood,  who  has  been 
associated  with  the  School  as  pupil,  teacher, 
and  Headmaster  almost  from  its  beginning, 
has  written  a  history  of  the  school,  which 
we  have  published. 

Goals  Re  examined 

Also,  in  1963,  the  School  Committee  chose 
to  re-examine  the  educational  philosophy 
and  goals  of  Rindge  in  terms  of  pupil  .needs 
in  this  automated  space  age.  Despite  the 
lure  of  federal  and  state  aid  for  vocational 
education,  the  Committee  decided  to  con¬ 
tinue  Rindge  as  a  technical  school  rather 
than  as  a  .narrowly  vocational  one.  An  Ad¬ 
visory  Board  from  business  and  industry 
has  been  formed  to  work  with  the  admin¬ 
istration  and  faculty  of  the  Rindge  Tech¬ 
nical  School  to  the  end  that  the  School’s 
curriculum  be  promptly  and  constantly  re¬ 
sponsive  to  significant  scientific  and  tech¬ 
nological  change. 

The  Rindge  Technical  School  is  expensive 
to  maintain.  Costs  will  continue  to  rise. 
Superannuated  and  obsolescent  equipment 
in  shops  and  laboratories  must  be  replaced 
on  a  continuing  basis.  Teachers’  salaries 
are  constantly  on  the  rise;  and,  we  are 
competing  with  industry  when  we  recruit 
teachers  for  Rindge  in  certain  instructional 
areas.  I  cannot  foresee,  therefore,  anything 
other  than  rising  per  pupil  costs  at  Rindge. 

Libraries  Opened 

There  is  no  substitute  for  the  laboratory 
table,  no  substitute  for  pupil  involvement 
in  experimental  work  at  his  own  level  in 
the  teaching  and  learning  of  the  physical 
sciences.  And  there  is  no  substitute  for  an 
adequate  library  in  the  teaching  and  learn¬ 
ing  of  the  social,  the  pure  and  applied!  sci¬ 
ences,  as  well  as  of  the  liberal  and  fine  arts. 

The  satisfaction  of  the  pupil’s  intellectual 
curiosity  is  a  must  if  his  education  is  to 
prove  itself  relevant,  personally  meaning¬ 
ful.  The  school  library  is  the  teaching  de¬ 
vice  without  peer  for  this  purpose. 

It  is,  therefore,  with  great  personal  satis¬ 


faction  that  I  record  the  realization  in  1963 
of  my  earlier  recommendation  that  a  cen¬ 
tralized  school  library  be  established  in  the 
Cambridge  High  and  Latin  School.  I  also 
recommended  a  plan  for  the  activation  of 
centralized  school  libraries  in  each  of  our 
elementary  schools.  I  am  happy  to  note  that 
in  1963,  library  furniture  was  ordered  for 
the  Longfellow  School,  the  second  of  our 
elementary  schools  to  be  so  equipped. 

Civil  Rights 

Unquestionably,  the  home,  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  the  school  and  the  church  are  the 
major  influences  in  the  socialization  pro¬ 
cess:  the  on-going  process  whereby  and 
wherein  each  of  us  learns  those  ways  of 
thinking  and  acting  which  are  the  marks 
of  thb  civilized  member  of  our  society.  The 
increasing  share  of  public  attention  which 
Civil  Rights  are  receiving  in  our  country 
makes  it  imperative  that  any  agency  which 
plays  as  important  a  part  in  this  process 
as  does  the  school,  pause  to  reassess  its 
function  and  functioning. 

In  terms,  then,  of  this  socialization  pro¬ 
cess,  just  what  is  the  school’s  function  in 
teaching  those  ways  of  thinking  and  acting 
with  respect  to  Civil  Rights  which  are  the 
marks  of  the  committed  citizen  of  our  coun¬ 
try?  Surely,  it  is  our  responsibility  to  teach 
something  more  than  the  bare  facts  of  Civil 
Rights. 

The  Cambridge  Public  Schools  accepted 
this  responsibility  in  1954  when  we  issued 
to  our  classroom  teachers  a  "Curriculum 
Guide  for  Democratic  Human  Relations” 
which  was  several  years  in  preparation  by 
a  Staff  Committee.  This  “Guide”  offers  a 
wealth  of  practical  suggestions  for  using 
the  subject  matter  of  all  areas  of  instruc¬ 
tion  as  a  spring  board  for  teaching  the 
practice  of  democratic  human  relations  as 
“an  all  day  every  day”  type  of  operation. 

Committee  Formed 

In  November,  1963,  a  Citizens’  Committee 
on  Negro  History  was  formed  to  work  with 
our  Elementary  Curriculum  Committee  to 
the  end  that  the  Negro’s  contribution  to  our 
history,  literature  and  art  forms  may  be 
adequately  covered  in  the  appropriate  cur¬ 
riculum  areas.  I  think  it  should  be  .noted 
that  this  Citizens’  Committee  is  of  the  opin¬ 
ion  that  no  separate  course  in  Negro  His¬ 
tory  be  introduced  into  our  curriculum.  It 


recommended,  rather,  that,  just  as  in  the 
case  of  the  members  of  other  groups,  the 
contribution  of  the  Negro  be  noted  where  it 
is  natural,  logical  and'  proper  to  do  so. 

The  individual's  participation  in  all  as¬ 
pects  of  community  life  is  to  be  circum¬ 
scribed  only  by  his  own  ability,  and  his 
own  desires.  Anyone,  regardless  of  his  an¬ 
cestry,  whose  ambition  outruns  his  ability 
is  in  for  a  hard  time  and  a  sad  awakening. 
Equally  tragic  is  the  position  of  the  non¬ 
achiever  who  can  but  does  .not.  Both  types 
of  individuals  are  to  be  found  in  our 
schools;  both  types  are  to  be  found  in  each 
racial,  ethnic,  religious,  and  socio-economic 
group.  How  do  we  help  pupils  solve  prob¬ 
lems  of  this  nature? 

Guidance  Program 

An  intensified  guidance  may  prove  to  be 
the  best  answer.  To  this  end,  we  have  in¬ 
augurated  a  pilot  guidance  program  in 
grades  7  and  8  of  four  of  our  elementary 
schools:  the  Fletcher,  Houghton,  Roberts 
and  Webster.  Miss  Mary  F.  Moran,  whose 
graduate  work  has  centered  on  guidance 
in  the  Elementary  School,  has  been  as¬ 
signed  full  time  to  this  program  as  Guid¬ 
ance  Counselor. 

In  1963,  the  Cambridge  Public  Schools 
took  another  major  step  in  helping  our 
pupils  realize  their  potential.  For  the  first 
time  in  more  than  30  years,  we  conducted 
a  Summer  School.  Enrollment  was  re¬ 


stricted  to  residents  of  Cambridge  cur¬ 
rently  enrolled  in  a  secondary  school.  There 
was  a  tuition  charge  of  $20.00  per  course 
except  for  Driver  Education,  for  which  the 
fee  was  $35.00.  One  full  scholarship  and 
one  partial  scholarship  were  awarded  on 
the  basis  of  need. 

Program  To  Expand 

The  Summer  School  enrolled  pupils 
whose  goals  fell  into  four  different  cate¬ 
gories.  Some  were  interested  in  making  up 
for  credit  course  work  failed  in  a  previous 
semester.  Some  wished  to  review  the  work 
of  a  course  already  passed  in  order  to  gain 
a  more  solid  foundation  for  future  work. 
Some  desired  to  gain  a  pre-view  of  a 
course  to  be  taken  at  a  later  date  for 
credit.  Many  of  those  who  enrolled  in  Per¬ 
sonal  typing,  the  Art  Workshop  and  in 
Driver  Education  were  interested  in  per¬ 
sonal  enrichment.  In  1964,  we  hope  to  in¬ 
crease  our  course  offerings.  We  confidently 
expect  our  enrollment  to  increase. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  express  publicly 
to  the  Headmasters,  Masters,  Directors, 
Teachers  and  all  other  employees  my  sin¬ 
cere  appreciation  for  their  cooperation,  as¬ 
sistance  and  support.  I  wish,  also,  to  ex¬ 
press  my  deep  gratitude  to  His  Honor,  the 
Mayor,  and  to  the  Members  of  the  School 
Committee  who  have  given  their  time  so 
generously,  and  who  have  been  so  co-oper¬ 
ative  with  their  advice  and  counsel. 


The  1962-1963  Cambridge  School  Committee 
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Members  of  the  Cambridge  School  Committee  elected  for  the  1962-1963  term  are,  left  to  right,  seated,  (  James  F.  Fitzgerald,  Mrs.  Paul  K. 
Ackermann,  Gustave  M.  Solomons,  Mayor  Edward  A.  Crane,  George  F.Olesen,  Jr.,  Anthony  Galluccio,  and  Joseph  E.  Maynard.  In  the  rear,  left 
to  right.  Superintendent  of  Schools  John  M.  Tobin,  and  Edward  O’  Connell,  Secretary  of  the  SohooPCommittee.  (Photo  by  Edward  M.  Powers) 
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Miss  Bonnie  Tubridey,  Cam¬ 
bridge  Public  Welfare  Department 
social  worker  in  the  Aid  to  De¬ 
pendent  Children  Division,  drama¬ 
tizes  an  accomplishment  of  the 
department  by  trying  a  Licensed 
Practical  Nurse  cap  on  an  associ¬ 
ate.  The  ADC  program  encouraged 
mothers  to  acquire  new  skills  to 
make  themselves  economically  in¬ 
dependent,  and  one  mother  earned 
an  LPN  cap. 


Assessor’s  Report 

The  1963  tax  rate  of  $72.60  was  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Board  of  Assessors  and  the 
City  Manager  on  April  3.  The  tax  rate  was 
the  same  as  that  of  the  previous  year  and 
it  marked  the  first  time  since  1954  that  the 
tax  rate  had  not  been  increased. 

(Editor’s  note:  The  1964  tax  rate  was  also 
set  at  $72.60  per  $1000  valuation  which 
established  something  of  a  state  wide  rec¬ 
ord  in  post  WW  II  years  —  the  same  tax 
rate  for  three  successive  years  and  two 
successive  years  without  an  increase.) 

City  Manager  John  J.  Curry  said  that 
the  tax  rate  ‘'freeze”  was  accomplished 
because  of  increased  valuations,  municipal 
economies  and  favorable  state-city  account 
balancing. 

The  Board  of  Assessors  established  the 
total  assessed  valuation  for  1963  at  $258,- 
755,250  an  increase  of  $10,769,600  over  the 
previous  year.  The  1963  total  retil  property 
valuation  was  set  at  $231,183,600  and  per¬ 
sonal  property  valuation  was  established 
at  $27,571,650. 

Public  utility  companies  all  reported  sub¬ 
stantial  increases  in  personal  property  and 
new  construction  added  to  the  tax  rolls 
during  the  year.  The  Charterhouse  Motel, 
545  Technology  Square,  and  the  Fresh 
Pond  Shopping  Center  were  among  the 
largest  of  the  newly  built  structures  which 
added  substantially  to  the  increased  valua¬ 
tion  to  the  tax  rolls. 

Sister  City  Mayor 
Here  For  Visit 

Mayor  Geoffrey  F.  Hickson  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  England,  and  Mrs.  Hickson  were 
visitors  to  Cambridge,  Mass.,  in  April, 
1963,  and  participated  in  a  series  of  social 
and  civic  events  as  the  guests  of  Mayor 
and  Mrs.  Edward  A.  Crane. 

Mayor  Hickson  joined  with  Cambridge, 
Mass,  civic  leaders  in  participating  at  the 
official  opening  of  the  Charter  House  Hotel 
and  at  the  Patriot's  Day  ceremonies  on 
Cambridge  Common  and  Lexington. 

Mayor  Hickson  brought  several  gifts 
from  England.  One  was  a  stone  from 
Clare  College,  Cambridge  University, 
which  was  incorporated  into  the  new  ho¬ 
tel  building.  He  also  presented  Mayor 
Crane  with  an  official  gift  from  the  Mayor 
and  Corporation  of  Cambridge.  England. 
The  gift  was  a  two  volume  "Survey  and 
Inventory  by  the  Royal  Commission  on 
Historical  Monuments  in  the  City  of  Cam¬ 
bridge”. 

The  English  mayor  also  brought  a  gift 
from  Cambridge,  England  school  children 
to  the  school  children  of  Cambridge,  Mass. 
An  illuminated  vellum  scroll  expressed  the 
hope  that  the  school  children  of  the  two 
cities  might  exchange  letters  and  might 
arrange  for  exchange  visits. 

Mayor  Crane  presented  Mayor  Hickson 
with  a  set  of  book  ends  bearing  the  offi¬ 
cial  seal  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  and  inscrib¬ 
ed:  “God  grant  to  our  two  university  ci¬ 
ties  the  wisdom  to  lead  mankind  to  en¬ 
during  peace.” 


Welfare  Program  Trains  Mothers 
To  Gain  New  Skills  And  Jobs 


By  CHARLES  J.  LITTLEFIELD, 
Director  of  Public  Assistance 

The  Cambridge  Welfare  Department 
spent  $3,918,499.07  in  1963  to  aid  needy  per¬ 
sons,  but,  due  to  State  and  Federal  reim¬ 
bursements,  the  net  cost  to  Cambridge  was 
$841,215.73. 

In  the  Old  Age  Assistance  category,  we 
spent  $1,153,348.95.  Of  this  amount  $749,- 
010.80  was  reimbursed  by  the  Federal  Gov¬ 
ernment  and  $296,659.14  was  returned  by 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  mak¬ 
ing  a  net  cost  to  Cambridge  of  $107,679.01. 
There  were  1323  cases  on  the  payroll  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1963.  During  the  year  there  were 
221  cases  added  making  a  total  of  1544 
cases  aided.  There  were  300  cases  closed 
in  this  period  leaving  a  total  of  1244  cases 
on  the  payroll  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

ADC  Program 

In  the  Aid  to  Dependent  Children  pro¬ 
gram  we  spent  $993,888.53.  Of  this  amount 
$444,818.22  was  reimbursed  by  the  Federal 
Government  and  $328,959.02  was  reim¬ 
bursed  by  the  State  leaving  a  total  cost  to 
Cambridge  of  $220,111.29.  Under  this  pro¬ 
gram  there  were  496  cases  on  the  rolls 
January  1,  1963.  During  the  year  371  cases 
were  added  making  a  total  of  867  cases 
aided  during  the  year.  In  the  same  period 
335  cases  were  closed  leaving  a  total  of 
532  cases  on  the  payroll  at  the  close  of 
the  year. 

Disability  Assistance 

In  the  Disability  Assistance  category  this 
department  spent  $358,855.79.  Of  this 
amount  $116,233.72  was  reimbursed  by  the 
Federal  Government  and  $151,902.49  was 
returned  by  the  State  making  a  net  cost 
to  Cambridge  for  this  program  $90,719.58. 
There  were  242  cases  on  the  payroll  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1963.  During  the  year  84  cases  were 
added  making  a  total  of  326  cases  aided  in 
1963.  In  the  same  period  92  cases  were 
closed  leaving  a  total  of  234  cases  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Medical  Assistance 

In  the  Medical  Assistance  For  The  Aged 
program  we  spent  $1,158,693.87.  Of  this 
amount  $561,966.53  was  reimbursed  by  the 
Federal  Government  and  $397,818.25  was 
reimbursed  by  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts  leaving  a  total  of  $198,- 
909.09  as  the  local  cost.  Under  this  program 
there  were  543  cases  on  the  payroll  Jan¬ 
uary  1,  1963.  During  the  year  there  were 
358  cases  added  making  a  total  of  901  cases 
aided  during  the  year.  There  were  284 
cases  closed  in  this  period  leaving  a  total 
of  617  cases  on  the  rolls  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

General  Relief 

Under  the  General  Relief  program  we 
spent  $253,711.93.  This  department  col¬ 
lected  $29,915.17  on  cases  not  settled  in 
Cambridge,  leaving  a  total  cost  to  Cam¬ 
bridge  in  this  category  of  $223,796.76.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  year  there  were  139 
cases  being  aided  on  General  Relief  pay¬ 
rolls.  During  the  year  there  were  167  cases 
added  making  a  total  of  306  cases  in  this 
category  in  the  year.  In  the  same  period 
135  cases  were  closed  or  transferred  to  a 
reimbursable  category  leaving  a  total  of 


171  cases  on  the  payroll  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

In  our  previous  annual  report  we  pointed 
out  that  the  City  Manager  with  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  City  Council  increased  our 
social  service  staff  in  compliance  with  a 
directive  from  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Fam¬ 
ily  Services  to  reduce  caseloads  and  im¬ 
prove  services  to  families.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  the  broad  objectives  of  this  pilot 
program  were  to  strengthen  family  life, 
safeguard  children  in  hazardous  home  con¬ 
ditions  and  reduce  dependency  through  an 
effective  program  of  rehabilitation  serv¬ 
ices  and  also  to  bring  about  more  effective 
location  of  deserting  parents  and  preven¬ 
tion  of  fraud. 

Mothers  Trained 

We  feel  rather  proud  in  our  department 
that  our  efforts  in  the  area  of  rehabilita¬ 
tion  are  beginning  to  reach  fruition.  We 
have  seen  this  year  some  of  our  Aid  to 
Dependent  Children  mothers  graduating  as 
practical  nurses.  We  have  several  of  these 
women  who  are  completing  courses  in  hair¬ 
dressing  and  a  .number  who  are  taking 
clerical  courses.  We  have  seen  another 
mother  who  along  with  economic  adver¬ 
sities  is  afflicted  with  a  physical  incapacity 
and  in  spite  of  this  handicap  has  com¬ 
pleted  higher  education  and  is  today  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  professional  person. 

Preparing  women,  who  have  been  away 
from  the  labor  market  bringing  up  their 
families,  for  gainful  employment  when 
their  children  have  become  of  age  is  still 
a  problem  in  the  field  of  social  work  but 
our  experience  during  the  past  year  gives 
cause  for  optimism. 

Scholarships  Awarded 
Concerning  our  Aid  to  Dependent  Chil¬ 
dren  category,  it  is  encouraging  to  observe 
the  trend  toward  higher  education  on  their 
part  and  it  is  interesting  to  point  out  that 
a  number  of  them  have  received  scholar¬ 
ships.  For  the  second  consecutive  year  the 
Quota  Club  of  Cambridge  has  awarded  a 
scholarship  to  an  outstanding  child  whose 
family  is  being  assisted  under  the  ADC 
program.  I  take  this  opportunity  to  com¬ 
mend  the  Quota  Club. 

The  newest  of  our  public  assistance  pro¬ 
grams  is  Medical  Assistance  For  The 
Aged,  a  program  which  provides  hospital 
care,  nursing  home  care,  out-patient  treat¬ 
ment,  home  nursing  care,  prescriptions, 
laboratory  fees,  x-rays,  dental  care,  eye¬ 
glasses,  hearing  aids,  etc.,  for  elderly  per¬ 
sons  who  meet  the  eligibility  requirements. 

The  increase  in  life  expectancy  in  this 
country,  which  is  accompanied  by  a  grad¬ 
ual  declining  death  rate,  increases  the  age 
of  our  population  each  year  so  it  can  be 
seen  that  this  is  a  program  which  will 
continue  to  expand. 

In  1964  we  hope  to  continue  to  modernize 
our  physical  set-up. 

We  are  obtaining  a  new  copying  machine 
to  facilitate  the  vast  numbers  of  records 
our  department  must  copy. 

We  are  studying  ways  to  expedite  the 
processing  of  our  assistance  payrolls  and 
will  either  go  into  data  processing  or  will 
up-date  the  present  processing  system. 


Hand  of  Friendship 


Mayor  Geoffrey  F.  Hickson  of  Cambridge,  England,  extends  the 
hand  of  friendship  to  “William  Dawes”  at  the  Patriot’s  Day  observance 
on  Cambridge  Common.  Mayor  and  Mrs.  Hickson  were  official  guests 
of  the  City  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  in  April,  1963. 


Mrs.  Katharine  R.  Clark,  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Cambridge  Board  of 
Public  Welfare,  and  Elmer  Mc¬ 
Leod,  senior  accountant  at  the 
Welfare  Department,  discuss  the 
new  duplicating  equipment  pur¬ 
chased  in  1963  to  speed  up  admin¬ 
istrative  routine  in  the  department. 


Improvements  Made 
At  City  Home 

The  program  of  rehabilitation  of  plant 
and  equipment  begun  several  years  ago  at 
the  Cambridge  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm 
made  considerable  progress  during  1963 
and  will  continue  through  1964. 

During  1963,  the  entire  first  floor,  which 
is  used  for  care  of  residents  needing  medi¬ 
cal  supervision  and  care,  was  completely 
re-equipped  with  hospital  type  beds,  mat¬ 
tresses,  bedside  cabinets,  and  comfortable 
cushioned  chairs.  New  dormitory  type 
beds,  mattresses,  bedside  cabinets  and 
chairs  were  provided  for  the  second  floor, 
the  area  used  for  men  requiring  only  cus¬ 
todial  care.  In  addition,  new  lighting  was 
installed  and  all  rooms  and  corridors  on 
the  second  floor  were  painted. 

New  Facilities 

In  August,  a  $40,000  project  was  begun 
on  the  first  floor  to  provide  new  sanitary 
facilities  and  to  install  modem  sanitizing 
equipment  for  patient  care  equipment  and 
utensils.  This  project  required  the  demoli¬ 
tion  of  six  rooms  and  rebuilding  with  color¬ 
ful  ceramic  tile,  terrazo  flooring,  new  tubs, 
shower  units,  lavatories  and  toilets. 

The  rehabilitation  program  is  expected 
to  continue  during  1964  with  additional  in¬ 
terior  painting  and  an  extensive  program 
of  exterior  painting,  repairing,  and  re¬ 
screening  of  several  hundred  windows.  A 
beautification  project  for  the  flagpole  circle 
at  the  main  entrance  of  the  building  is 
being  planned  by  a  group  of  public  spirited 
citizens. 

The  Cambridge  Day  Center,  a  psychiatric 
unit  under  the  administration  of  the  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Department  of  Mental  Health, 
was  officially  opened  for  the  reception  of 
patients  on  August  2,  1963.  The  Day  Center 
leases  rooms  on  the  second  floor  of  the 
Home  which  had  been  unused  for  several 
years.  The  Day  Center  provides  a  psychi¬ 
atric  therapy  program  for  Cambridge  resi¬ 
dents.  Dr.  Felix  Cohen,  of  the  Westboro 
State  Hospital  and  consultant  psychiatrist 
at  Cambridge  Ctiy  Hospital,  is  director  of 
the  Day  Center. 

110  Residents  Daily 

The  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm  provided 
a  total  of  40,534  days  of  care  during  the 
year  to  an  average  daily  population  of  HO 
residents.  Included  among  those  cared  for 
in  1963  were  several  people  driven  from 
their  homes  by  fire  and  several  children 
given  overnight  care  pending  court  action 
on  neglect  charges  brought  against  their 
parents. 

There  were  28  deaths  among  residents 
of  the  Home  during  1963. 

The  total  budget  appropriation  for  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  Home  for  Aged  and  Infirm  was 
$242,700,  of  which  $232,716  was  expended. 
Additional  funds  for  rehabilitation  of  plant 
and  equipment  were  provided  by  the  Exec¬ 
utive  Department.  Receipts  for  beard  and 
care  of  residents  totalled  $177,532.50  in  1963, 
the  highest  amount  collected  in  the  history 
of  the  institution. 

As  in  the  past  many  charitable  people 
contributed  to  the  well  being  of  residents 
by  friendly  visits  during  the  year.  Many 
organizations  provided  entertainment,  fav¬ 
ors,  and  gifts  throughout  the  year  and  par¬ 
ticularly  during  the  Christmas  season. 
Their  thoughtfulness  and  kindness  is  deep¬ 
ly  appreciated  by  the  residents  and  the 
staff. 
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Civil  Defense  Director  Gives 
Priority  To  Shelter  Program 


New  equipment  purchased  for  the  Public  Works  Department  expe¬ 
dited  the  daily  clean-up  tasks  of  the  sanitary  division.  A  newly  acquired 
vacuum  pickup  unit  helps  to  solve  the  annual  autumnal  problem  of  clear¬ 
ing  the  streets  of  fallen  leaves.  Public  Works  Commissioner  Ralph  J. 
Dunphy  and  Foreman  Frank  Hillis,  on  the  right,  watch  the  operation  of 
the  new  vacuum  cleaner. 

Public  Works  Department  Tasks 
Speed  Up  With  New  Equipment 


By  CHARLES  F.  DONOHOE, 

Civil  Defense  Director 

During  1963  the  Civil  Defense  Agency 
continued  to  develop  the  federally  spon¬ 
sored  fallout  shelter  program  designed  to 
increase  the  survival  capability  of  all  our 
citizens.  The  development  of  this  program 
involves  activity  in  administration,  logis¬ 
tics,  training  and  a  final  development 
phase. 

In  the  first  phase  of  the  shelter  program, 
a  survey  was  made  under  the  control  and 
supervision  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers  to 
determine  which  of  the  existing  buildings 
in  Cambridge  would  provide  suitable  shel¬ 
ter  for  our  population.  The  survey  results 
indicated  that  359  buildings  would  provide 
224,144  persons  with  shelter  space. 

The  marking  of  approved  shelters  and 


“Operation  Camel”  is  the  name 
Civil  Defense  leaders  have  given  to 
the  gigantic  task  of  filling  thou¬ 
sands  of  water  cans  for  storage  in 

_ fallout  shelters.  Auxiliary  Police 

Officers  John  Grant  and  Richard 
Bee  are  shown  filling  one  of  the 
17y2  gallon  containers  which  will 
store  water  for  5  years.  Volunteers 
are  needed  for  this  work. 


stocking  them  with  survival  supplies  com¬ 
prises  the  logistical  phase  of  the  program. 
Survival  supplies  are  delivered  to  each 
facility  in  amounts  sufficient  to  provide  the 
basic  needs  for  two  weeks  of  those  using 
the  shelter. 

Students  Helped 

Volunteers  from  Boy  Scout  troops,  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Key  Club  of  the  Cambridge 
schools  and  other  students  have  done  out¬ 
standing  work  in  assisting  the  Civil  De¬ 
fense  Agency  in  the  development  of  the 
shelter  program.  These  volunteers  have 
contributed  many  hours  of  labor  in  trans¬ 
porting  survival  supplies  from  the  Boston 
Navy  Yard  to  the  approved  shelters  in  the 
city.  They  have  spent  many  hours  stacking 
and  filling  the  water  drums.  I  take  this 
occasion  to  commend  publicly  these  young 
men  for  a  valuable  contribution  of  time 
and  effort  in  this  most  vital  community 
program. 

As  of  January  1,  1963  the  City  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  qualified  for  50  per  cent  Federal 
reimbursement  for  administrative  cost.  Re¬ 
imbursement  for  1963  amounted  to  $4791.56. 

Chief  Assigned 

Deputy  Chief  Francis  J.  Connelly  of  the 
Fire  Prevention  Bureau  has  accepted  ap¬ 
pointment  as  Radiological  Defense  Officer 
for  the  city.  Chief  Connelly  has  completed 
the  Department  of  Defense  training  course 
for  instructors  in  radiological  monitoring. 
During  the  year,  the  agency  trained  88 
monitors  who  have  been  assigned  to  shel¬ 
ters  or  fixed  radiological  stations  in  the 
city.  There  is  a  need  for  1100  trained  mon¬ 
itors  if  all  shelters  and  stations  are  to  be 
covered  with  a  minimum  of  three  monitors 
so  that  the  need  for  volunteers  in  this 
program  is  evident. 

In  other  areas  of  the  Civil  Defense  plan, 
the  Cambridge  Auxiliary  Fire  Division  and 
the  Auxiliary  Police  continued  their  excel¬ 
lent  work  and  training  in  their  programs. 

The  Auxiliary  Fire  Department  continued 
to  be  available  for  emergency  duty  and 
trained  regularly  under  the  direction  of 
Auxiliary  Chief  Louis  J.  Lawson  and  Co¬ 
ordinator  Captain  Timothy  J.  O'Donnell. 

Police  Program 

the  Auxiliary  Police  under  the  direction 


of  Sergeant  Matthew  H.  McPhelim  con¬ 
tinued  to  function  in  a  superior  manner 
when  called  upon.  During  the  year  the 
auxiliary  police  officers  performed  4375 
hours  of  police  and  other  special  duty  at 
civic  events,  public  meetings  and  at  mul¬ 
tiple  alarm  fires.  Forty-eight  men  of  the 
auxiliary  police  division  have  completed 
radiological  monitoring  courses  and  have 
accepted  assignments  in  the  shelter  pro¬ 
gram. 

The  Communications  Division  held  reg¬ 
ular  monthly  radio  tests  between  Cam¬ 
bridge  and  Sector  headquarters  in  Bed¬ 
ford.  The  division  is  recruiting  and  training 
new  personnel  to  provide  a  communications 
capability  consistent  with  our  local  defense 
plan. 

During  1964  the  Civil  Defense  Agency 
will  continue  to  implement  the  public  shel¬ 
ter  program.  The  priorities  will  be  to  li¬ 
cense,  mark  and  stock  the  shelters,  and 
to  train  shelter  management  personnel. 
The  success  of  the  program  will  depend 
largely  upon  the  public  response  to  our 
efforts  to  recruit  volunteer  personnel.  Re¬ 
cruiting  for  Civil  Defense  programs  has 
been  a  continuing  effort,  but  the  results  to 
date  have  been  most  disappointing.  Your 
help  is  needed. 

Traffic  Director’s 
First  Report 

Following  is  the  first  annual  report  of 
the  Department  of  Traffic  and  Parking  as 
submitted  by  Robert  E.  Rudolph,  Director 
of  the  department: 

1963  was  the  first  year  of  operation  for 
the  Traffic  Department.  After  approval  of 
the  budget  the  Director  was  able  to  begin 
building  a  staff.  A  program  was  set  up  with 
Northeastern  University  on  a  cooperative 
basis  whereby  the  Department  employs 
four  engineering  students  on  a  rotating 
basis.  This  program  then  provides  for  the 
training  of  future  traffic  engineers,  some 
of  which  will  be  used  in  Cambridge  itself 
and  at  the  same  time  makes  engineering 
help  available  to  the  Department. 

A  full  time  engineer  was  added  to  the 
staff  and  later  an  administrative  assistant 
was  added  to  take  care  of  the  administra¬ 
tive  work  along  with  public  relations. 

Two  new  cars  were  added  to  the  Depart¬ 
ment  bringing  the  total  to  three. 

The  most  significant  advances  for  the 
year  were  in  the  type  materials  used  for 
signs.  Better  posts  are  being  used  at  lower 
costs.  All  signs  are  being  put  an  aluminum 
instead  of  steel  and  the  sign  faces  Eire  now 
prepared  from  long  lasting  material  and 
reflective  material  for  night  visibility. 

In  addition  to  the  materials  used,  the 
sign  messages  and  sizes  of  the  signs,  were 
changed  to  meet  national  standards,  gen¬ 
erally  providing  for  larger  signs. 

Much  of  the  time  spent  by  the  Depart¬ 
ment  was  on  designs  and  specifications  of 
improvements  that  were  not  as  yet  put  into 
effect.  A  post  card  poll  was  taken  of  cer¬ 
tain  streets  to  obtain  .neighborhood  opinion 
on  one-way  streets  and  parking  regulations. 

The  most  effective  program  of  the  De¬ 
partment  was  the  posting  of  emergency 
snow  streets.  All  main  arteries  were  posted 
by  the  end  of  the  year  with  the  signs  and 
regulation  bringing  marked  improvement 
to  the  snow  clearance  program. 

A  voluntary  program  was  set  up  for  the 
purpose  of  street  sweeping  with  fliers  going 
out  to  the  public  asking  citizens  to  move 
their  cars  on  scheduled  street  sweeping 
days. 

New  neon  "Walk’  'and  “Don’t  Walk” 
signals  were  installed  on  August  20th  in 
Harvard  Square  as  the  first  step  toward 
educating  the  public  on  the  Jaywalking  reg¬ 
ulation  which  was  scheduled  to  become  ef¬ 
fective  on  June  1st,  1964. 

In  relation  to  parking  meters,  the  city 
Durctjased  500  Duncan  Miller  V.I.P.  meters. 
These  are  considered  the  best  on  the  mar¬ 
ket  by  the  Traffic  Director.  These  meters 
were  placed  in  the  new  parkin:;  lot  in 
Central  Square  and  on  side  streets  in  Cen¬ 
tral  Square  as  well  as  parts  of  upper  Mass. 
Ave. 

Concurrent  with  the  new  meter  installa¬ 
tions,  some  of  the  angle  meters  were  re¬ 
moved  from  the  Central  Square  Area,  al¬ 
lowing  for  the  rearrangement  of  Bus  stops 
and  taxi  stands  along  with  temporary  chan¬ 
nelization  in  Central  Souare.  This  was  the 
beginning  of  the  ultimate  plans  for  Central 
Square  Improvement  scheduled  for  1964. 


New  equipment  and  vehicles  acquired 
in  1963  expedited  the  day  to  day  house¬ 
keeping  functions  of  the  Cambridge  Pub¬ 
lic  Works  Department. 

Public  Works  Commissioner  Ralph  J. 
Dunphy  and  his  division  supervisors  re¬ 
port  that  the  new  vehicles  and  equipment 
permitted  speedier  and  more  efficient  ac¬ 
complishment  of  street  and  sewer  clean¬ 
ing  tasks. 

New  pieces  of  equipment  included  two 
catch  basin  cleaning  machines,  two  va¬ 
cuum  leaf  loaders,  two  street  cleaning 
machines,  a  brush  chipper,  a  Skyworker 
boom  for  tree  trimming,  three  sanding 
trucks,  and  seven  snow  plow  attachments. 

Trees  Trimmed 

Supervisor  James  Nevins  of  the  Parks 
and  Forestry  Division  of  the  Public 
Works  Department  reports  that  nearly 
1600  trees  were  trimmed,  179  trees  re¬ 
moved  and  553  trees  and  shrubs  planted. 

The  Parks  and  Forestry  employes  re¬ 
habilitated  the  Black’s  Nook  area  at 
Fresh  Pond  and  the  site  of  the  old  Sleeper 
School.  The  municipal  greenhouses  raised 
20,000  plants  for  beautifying  public  squares 
and  buildings,  and  15,000  spring  bulbs 
were  planted.  A  new  brush  chipper  ac¬ 
quired  by  the  division  was  used  success¬ 
fully  after  the  Christmas  holidays  to  dis¬ 
pose  of  the  thousands  of  discarded  Christ¬ 


mas  trees  which  formerly  were  burned  at 
Fresh  Pond. 

Streets  Repaired 

Sewer  maintenance  is  a  continuing  pro¬ 
gram  and  hundreds  of  catch  basins 
throughout  the  city  were  machine  cleaned 
and  many  were  rebuilt. 

More  than  65,000  square  yards  of  asphalt 
were  used  to  resurface  streets,  tot  lots 
and  parking  lots  throughout  the  city.  Un¬ 
der  provisions  of  Chapter  90  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Laws,  the  city  resurfaced  nine  thor¬ 
oughfares  at  a  cost  to  the  city  of  $25,459, 
with  the  balance  of  $76,000  being  borne  by 
the  County  and  State. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  40,000  tons 
of  rubbish  were  dumped  at  the  New  Street 
dumping  area  in  1963.  This  total  included 
2630  tons  of  residue  from  the  municipal 
incinerator  which  burned  7204  tons  of 
rubbish  during  the  year. 

Ralph  N.  Hamilton,  Superintendent  of 
Cambridge  Cemetery,  a  division  of  the 
Public  Works  Department,  reports  that 
710  interments  were  made  at  the  ceme¬ 
tery  in  1963  bringing  the  total  number 
of  interments  to  70,979.  Development  of 
a  new  area  of  the  cemetery  was  complet¬ 
ed  during  the  year  and  work  on  the  de¬ 
velopment  of  another  section  has  begun. 
The  Cemetery  Division  collected  $108,000 
in  revenue  in  1963. 


Cambridge  Water  Charges  Are 
Below  National  Average 

By  WILLIAM  H.  McGINNESS,  This  project  provided  for  the  removal  of 

Supt.,  Water  Dept.  the  accumulated  corrosion  within  the  cast- 


Adequate  water  supply  is  uppermost  in 
the  minds  of  all  communities  throughout 
the  country.  With  the  development  of  high- 
rise  apartments  and  the  increasing  de¬ 
mand  by  industry,  water  is  becoming  a 
serious  problem  throughout  the  country. 

When  one  considers  that  the  nationwide 
average  cost  of  developing,  treating  and 
distributing  water  to  the  consumers  is  ap¬ 
proximately  30c  per  thousand  gallons,  and 
the  Cambridge  Water  Department  is  furn¬ 
ishing  to  its  consumers  safe,  potable  water 
at  a  cost  of  21c  per  thousand  gallons, 
credit  must  be  given  for  good  administra¬ 
tion  and  efficient  operation  by  the  City. 

It  must  be  noted  that  the  Cambridge  Sys¬ 
tem  is  well  over  100  years  old.  Constant 
improvements  and  maintenance  are  neces¬ 
sary  to  meet  the  ever-increasing  demand 
by  the  consumers.  Many  citizens  observed 
the  Capital  Improvement  Program  carried 
out  in  1963,  when  the  transmission  main  in 
Cambridge  Street  from  Harvard  Square  to 
the  Charles  River  Dam  was  rehabilitated 
with  a  minimum  of  inconvenience  to  the 
consumers.  This  main  had  been  installed 
in  1895. 


iron  transmission  main  which  restricted 
water  flow  and  the  placing  of  a  protective 
lining  of  cement  mortar  to  prevent  a  build¬ 
up  of  encrustation  within  the  pipe. 

A  similar  project  will  be  undertaken  in 
1964  in  the  transmission  mains  furnishing 
water  to  the  southeasterly  section  of  the 
City. 

Extensive  improvements  and  new  plant¬ 
ings  have  been  made  at  the  Fresh  Pond 
Reservation  during  the  past  year.  Most  of 
the  work  has  been  made  possible  with  the 
co-operation  of  The  Cambridge  Garden 
Club.  The  shrubs  and  trees  have  been 
furnished  at  no  expense  to  the  City.  The 
overall  program  is  extensive  and  it  is 
planned  to  continue  the  work  for  years  to 
come.  It  is  encouraging  to  receive  co¬ 
operation  by  people  who  are  interested  in 
the  development  of  this  beau,tiful  area  sur¬ 
rounding  the  Fresh  Pond  Reservoir.  More 
and  more  people  are  making  extensive  use 
of  the  area.  It  is  definitely  a  relaxing  area 
of  natural  beauty. 

Water  treatment  facilities  at  Fresh  Pond 
are  open  for  inspection  and  the  public  is 
invited  to  tour  the  plant. 


1963  ANNUAL  CITY  REPORT,  CITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE 


PAGE  13 


Cambridge  Health  Department 
Program  Covers  Many  Areas 


New  dental  equipment  and  furnishings  were  installed  at  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Health  Department’s  Central  Dental  Clinic  at  McCusker  Center, 
Inman  street.  Examining  the  new  equipment  are,  left  to  right,  Dr. 
Edward  S.  Fields  III,  clinic  dentist,  Mrs.  Helen  Roach  dental  assistant, 
City  Manager  John  J.  Curry  and  Dr.  Benjamin  Sachs,  Health  Com¬ 
missioner.  (Photo  by  Edward  F.  Carney). 


City  Hospital  Director  Named; 
New  Building  Plans  Advance 


By  BENJAMIN  SACHS,  M.  D. 

Health  Commissioner 

This  is  the  86th  year  of  organized  health 
services  in  Cambridge. 

The  following  vital  statistics  are  based 
on  the  1960  census  figure  of  107,716.  There 
were  1578  deaths  in  Cambridge  during  1963, 
which  is  a  rate  of  14.6  per  1000  population. 
This  represents  an  infinitesimal  increase 
over  last  year’s  rate  of  14.5.  Infant  deaths 
were  42  out  of  1950  live  births  or  a  rate  of 
21.5  as  compared  with  44  out  of  2029  live 
births  or  a  rate  of  21.6  for  last  year  . 

There  were  seven  deaths  from  tuberculos¬ 
is  or  a  rate  of  6.4  per  100,000,  exactly  the 
same  as  last  year. 

Thirty  eight  new  active  cases  of  tubercu¬ 
losis  were  reported  during  the  year  as  op¬ 
posed  to  48  in  1962.  A  total  of  2159  patients 
attended  our  out-patient  clinic  of  which 
944  were  new  patients  and  1215  previously 
under  care  and  35,790  x-rays  were  taken 
during  the  year. 

Decrease  Noted 

The  number  of  patients  with  tuberculosis 
who  have  to  be  hospitalized  has  decreased. 
Of  even  greater  significance  is  that  those 
who  are  hospitalized  are  receiving  treat¬ 
ment  that  markedly  shortens  their  hospital 
stay.  The  patients  are  returned  to  then- 
homes  and  families  sooner  and  Teturn  to 
their  jobs  earlier.  This  has  meant  a  large 
increase  in  the  number  of  patients  for 
whom  we  care  in  our  tuberculosis  clinic. 

With  our  determined  effort  in  polio  im¬ 
munization,  and  early  case  detection  and 
therefore  early  treatment  of  patients  with 
tuberculosis  we  can  look  forward  to  the 
gradual  eradication  of  two  dread  diseases. 
This  should  leave  us  more  time  and  energy 
to  attack  two  leading  causes  of  deaths  in 
Cambridge  —  diseases  of  blood  vessels  and 
heart,  and  cancer. 

Nursing  Service 

Public  health  nursing  was  provided  to 
32  public  and  parochial  schools  with  a 
combined  enrollment  of  18,392. 

Each  public  health  nurse  in  the  district 
assigned  to  her  may  have  one  to  four 
schools  depending  upon  the  school  census. 
She  acts  as  a  consultant  and  advisor  in 
keeping  children  well  —  prevention,  protec¬ 
tion  and  education  are  her  goals. 

Health  examinations  are  given  in  grades 
1,  5,  10  and  special  grades.  During  the 
year  there  were  3953  examinations  of  which 
2941  were  performed  by  health  department 
physicians  and  1012  by  family  physicians. 

Vision  and  hearing  tests  were  given  to 
more  than  7000,  school  children  with  the 
nurse  making  follow  up  home  visits  on  all 
those  who  failed  the  test.  Eyeglasses  were 
provided  to  148  needy  school  children  by 
the  Health  Department. 

During  the  academic  year  1962-1963,  a 
total  of  21  nursing  students  had  field  ex¬ 


perience  in  public  health  nursing  provided 
by  our  nursing  staff.  These  graduate  and 
basic  collegiate  nursing  students  came  from 
Boston  University,  Boston  College  and  Sim¬ 
mons  College. 

Well  Child  Conferences 

The  teaching  well  child  conferences  for 
Harvard  Medical  students  continued 
through  its  fifth  successful  year  at  the  M.E. 
Fitzgerald  school.  As  of  September  1963, 
the  conference  was  changed  to  the,  Harring¬ 
ton  School. 

Our  dental  health  program  received  a 
big  boost  from  two  sources.  One  source 
was  the  installation  of  one  new  dental  unit 
and  furnishings  in  our  Central  dental  clinic. 
In  addition  we  are  completing  arrange¬ 
ments  to  install  three  more  new  dental 
units  in  1964.  The  second  source  was  the 
completion  and  acceptance  of  our  plan  to 
initiate  an  additional  clinic  covering  the 
10th  grade  students.  This  clinic  is  oriented 
toward  education  and  prevention  of  dental 
disease  rather  than,  as  is  presently  being 
done,  restorative  treatment.  The  success  of 
this  type  of  clinic  could  be  carried  forward 
to  our  other  clinics  and  thereby  mark  a  big 
step  forward  in  our  overall  dental  program. 

Our  housing  division  did  a  competent  job 
in  spite  of  being  short  two  men  for  most 
of  the  year.  For  a  period  of  three  weeks 
all  the  inspectors  were  assigned  to  the 
Civil  Defense  department  to  assist  in  ob¬ 
taining  signed  permits  for  the  use  of  var¬ 
ious  buildings  as  fall  out  shelters.  During 
the  year  they  completed  981  dwelling  unit 
inspections  and  1140  reinspections.  A  con¬ 
centrated  effort  was  made  on  one  and  two 
family  houses  that  did  not  come  under  the 
law  of  second  egress  until  1962.  Substantial 
progress  has  been  made  in  correcting  this 
condition. 

The  sanitary  division  received  and  acted 
upon  652  complaints.  4501  area  and  routine 
inspections  were  made.  A  total  of  49,937 
calves,  sheep  and  goats  were  inspected  at 
the  slaughtering  house.  Of  this  number, 
49,800  were  passed  and  137  condemned. 

More  than  50,000  people  received  all  three 
drinks  of  the  Sabin  polio  vaccine.  This  was 
accomplished,  for  the  most  part,  through 
the  excellent  publicity  given  to  these  clinics 
by  our  Health  Educator. 

The  child  development  clinic  services  are 
provided  by  the  Health  Department  as  part 
of  the  total  program  of  child  health  serv¬ 
ices.  The  aim  of  this  clinic  is  to  provide 
service,  research  and  training  on  behalf 
of  the  mentally  retarded  child. 

Consultation  service  by  the  developmental 
clinic  is  provided  to  well  child  conference 
personnel,  other  agencies  in  Cambridge  and 
adjacent  communities,  as  well  as,  to  medi¬ 
cal  practitioners  in  these  communities.  The 
total  active  caseload  for  1963  was  203  as 
compared  with  174  in  1962. 


This  was  a  year  of  change  at  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  City  Hospital.  Dr.  James  F.  Collins 
resigned  as  Medical  Director  on  July  31, 
1963.  Theodore  A.  Austin,  Superintendent  at 
the  Worcester  City  Hospital,  was  appointed 
Director  of  our  hospital  on  November  18, 
1963. 

Significant  developments  have  taken  place 
since  that  day  in  November.  The  hospital 
building  program  is  in  “high  gear”;  med¬ 
ical  school  affiliation  will  be  a  reality  in 
1964;  full  time  chiefs  and  assistant  chiefs 
of  Medical  and  Surgical  services  were  ap¬ 
proved  for  the  hospital.  Other  physical 
changes  have  taken  place  and  clean-up, 
paint-up,  fix-up  campaigns  have  rejuven¬ 
ated  the  older  sections  of  the  hospital. 

Business  and  Financial 

Hospital  revenue  increased  slightly  in 
1963  over  1962.  Charges  for  the  year  1963 
were  $1,431,617.73  while  revenue  was  $1,- 
234,827.12.  This  reflects  a  collection  ratio  of 
86  cents  on  the  dollar.  With  the  ever  in¬ 
creasing  complexities  of  hospital  operation, 
costs  continue  to  spiral.  Cambridge  City 
Hospital  is  no  exception. 

In  1963  it  cost  an  average  of  $45.95  per 
day  to  maintain  a  patient  in  the  hospital, 
while  our  charges  to  this  same  patient 
averaged  $27.18  per  day.  We  must  take  a 
more  realistic  view  of  this  difference  in 
charges  and  cost  and  readjust  our  charges 


upward  to  meet  current  costs  if  we  are  to 
operate  on  a  sound  financial  basis.  The  old 
philosophy,  that  it  is  always  a  difficult 
problem  for  a  municipal  hospital  to  con¬ 
sider  increasing  charges,  since  there  is 
public  opinion  that  expects  services,  room 
rates  and  other  charges  to  be  lower  in  a 
governmental  hospital  than  in  a  voluntary, 
no  longer  prevails. 

Medical  Department 

The  intern  and  resident  picture  remained 
static  in  1963,  the  same  problems  being 
present  —  the  demand  for  internes  and  res¬ 
idents  is  greater  than  the  available  supply 
—  making  it  necessary  to  adjust  and  im¬ 
provise  to  maintain  adequate  medical  cov¬ 
erage  around  the  clock.  Staff  members 
worked  harder  than  ever  in  this  near  crit¬ 
ical  situation,  but  as  the  year  ended  prob¬ 
lems  lessened,  and  we  look  forward  to  a 
brighter  1964. 

During  1963  the  hospital  installed  in  the 
X-ray  Department  an  automatic  film  pro¬ 
cessing  unit  at  a  cost  of  $9,677.25.  This 
installation  increased  greatly  the  efficiency 
of  the  department  in  the  reading  of  films, 
which  in  turn  improved  services  to  depart¬ 
ments  needinng  the  use  of  X-ray. 

Other  major  equipment  items  purchased 
were:  Ice  Maker,  $798.00;  Watson  Micro- 
Projector,  $3,284.00;  Whirlpool  Ice  Maker, 
$1,027.00;  Microtome  Cyrostat,  $1,495.00; 
and  an  Isolette,  $975.80. 


New  City  Hospital  To  Look  Like  This 


Architect’s  rendering  gives  an  idea  of  what  the  new  Cambridge  City  Hospital  will  look  like  on  the  expected  completion  date  of  July 
1  1967  At  the  right  is  the  present  Cahill  House  which  will  remain  as  is.  There  is  discussion  concerning  the  possible  addition  of  another  floor 
to  the  proposed  new  structure.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Shepley  Bulfinch  Richardson  and  Abbott). 
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1963  FINANCIAL  RECAPITULATION 


THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Cambridge 

Additional  State  Assessments 
Required  To  Be  Raised 
By  Cities  And  Towns 
In  Metropolitan  Districts  Area 

1963  Estimates 
Col.  I  of 
Cherry  Sheet 
$  298,176.22 
891,438.77 
2,192.40 
708.23 
1,353,796.74 
78,556.69 
3.162.12 


Met.  Parks 
Met.  Sewerage 
Met.  Water 
Boston  Met.  Dist.  Exp. 

M.T.A. 

M.T.A. 

Air  Pollution  Control 
Water  Discharged  Into 

Charles  River  —  Ch.  603, 

Acts  of  1950 
Health  Ins.  State  Elderly 

Government  Retiree  Program 
TOTAL  to  be  carried  to  Col.  I 
of  Item  BIO  under  STATE: 
Tax  and  Assessments. 


800.00 

36,671.34 

$2,665,502.51 

1962  Under¬ 
estimates 
Col.  2  of 
Cherry  Sheet 

M.T.A.  $  13,904.87 

TOTAL  to  be  carried  to  Col.  2  - 

of  Item  BIO  under  STATE:  $  13,904.87 

Tax  and  Assessments. 

Additional  Overestimates 
To  Be  Used  As 
Available  Funds 

1962  Over¬ 
estimates 
Col.  4  of 
Cherry  Sheet 

Met.  Parks  $  12,778.84 

Met.  Sewerage  52,546.93 

Boston  Met.  Dist.  Exp.  .01 

Air  Pollution  Control  122.83 

County  Tax  5,333.44 

TOTAL  to  be  carried  to  Item  - 

F29(c)  under  Overestimates.  $  70,782.05 

1963  Tax  Rate  fixed  on  April  3,  1963. 

Thomas  F.  Gibson 
Joseph  Guiney 
Brendan  Noonan 

Board  of  Assessors  of  Cambridge 
Approved  April  3,  1963 

Leo  E.  Diehl 

Public  Debt  Summary 

TTie  following  is  a  summary  of  the  public 
debt  cost  during  1963  and  the  anticipated 
cost  in  1964  as  reported  to  the  City  Council 
by  City  Manager  John  J.  Curry. 

During  1963  the  City  paid  off  $632,000.00 
of  its  general  obligations  and  $45,000.00  of 
its  Water  Debt,  making  a  total  of  $677,- 
000.00  in  bonds  retired  during  the  year. 
Following  is  a  statement  of  the  outstanding 
debt. 

January  1,  1963  January  1,  1964 

General  — 

Inside  $  557,000.00  $  425,000.00 

General  — 

Outside  7,335,000.00 


Total  $7,892,000.00 

Water  — 

Inside  $  19,000.00 

Water  — 

Outside  360,000.00 


6,835,000.00 
$7,260,000.00 
$  14,000.00 

320,000.00 


Total  $  379,000.00  $  334,000.00 

The  Grand  Total  of  the  outstanding  pub¬ 
lic  debt  at  the  end  of  1963  was  $7,594,000. 

City  Manager  Curry  informed  the  City 
Council  that  appropriations  would  be  made 
in  1964  to  retire  $561,000  of  the  general  debt 
and  $50,000  of  Water  debt. 


The  Gty  of  Cambridge’s  share  of  the 
Massachusetts  State  Tax  paid  by  corpora¬ 
tions  in  1963  amounted  to  $1,342,903.86,  an 
increase  of  $48,942  over  the  previous  year. 
While  the  corporation  tax  was  on  the  in¬ 
crease,  the  city’s  share  of  the  personal 
income  tax  paid  by  individuals  amounted 
to  $1,007,758.62,  a  drop  of  $15,723.02  from 
1962. 


rate. 

A. 


E. 

F. 


N. 

O. 


This  financial  recapitulafion  is  tha  work  shea*  usad  by  the  Board  of  Assessor.  in  establishing  tha  1963  tax 
A  detailed  itemilation  of  these  figures  is  available  at  the  Assessors  Office,  City  Hall. 

CAMBRIDGE:  Include  All  Appropriations  Voted  Since  1962  Tax  Rate  Was  Fixed.  $  13 1233  65 

Preliminary  Appropriation  . ‘**.**7 . 1* . 

1.  Total  appropriations  to  be  raised  by  taxation.  . 

Water  Dept.  $1,286,089.07  . . . .Vri’Vj .  *  '  '  * 

2.  Total  appropriations  voted  to  be  taken  from  available  funds:  mimT) 

la)  In  1963  $273,034.47  (b)  In  1962  since  1962  tax  rate  was  fixed  $ M40, i 89.25. . . . . .  1,713,223.72 

3.  Amount  certified  by  Treasurer  for  Tax  Title  foreclosure,  $36.00  each,  (Chapter  60,  ft  ^^  NOT ‘inclu'd'ed 

4  Debt  and  Interest  Charges,  matured  and  maturing,  as  certified  under  Chapter  44,  ft  16,  NOT  included 


above 


5.  Amount  necessary  to  satisfy  final  court  |udgments 
6  Deficits  due  to  abatements  in  excess  of  overlay  of  prior  years: 
OF  YEAR  AMOUNT  OF  YEAR  AMOUNT 

(a)  1949  $  6.00  (c)  1956  $1,246.39 

(b)  1954  $11.17  (d)  1957 

7.  (I)  $120,887.25  . 

8.  Any  other  amount  required  to  be  raised: 


$2,672.22 


OF  YEAR  AMOUNT  OF  YEAR  AMOUNT 

(e)  1958  $5,286.48  (g)  I960  $10,325.95 

(f)  1959  $  22.90  (h)  1961  $48,487.39 

Total  Deficits  To  Be  Carried  To  Outside  Column 
.  Overdrafts 


STATE:  Tax  and  Assessments: 

1.  .  . 

2.  State  Parks  and  Reservations  . 

3.  State  Audit  of  Municipal  Accounts  .... 

4.  State  Examination  of  Retirement  System 

5.  Mosquito  Control  . 

6.  Gypsy  and  Brown  Tail  Moths  . 

7.  Investigation  of  Veterans'  Benefits  . 

8.  Smoke  Inspection  Service  . 


9. 

10. 


II.  Sum  Of  Totals  To  Ba  Carried  To  Outside  Column 
COUNTY:  Tax  and  Assessments: 

1.  County  Tax  . 

2.  Tuberculosis  Hospital  Assessment  . 

4.  Sum  Of  Totals  To  Be  Carried  To  Outside  Column 
OVERLAY  of  current  year . 


1963  Estimates 
Col.  I  of  Cherry  Sheet 

$ 

5,260.56 

959.40 


2,665,502.51 


$2,671,722.47 


$  867,700.02 


$  867,700.02 


1962  Underestimates 
Col.  2  of  Cherry  Sheet 

$ 


13,904.87 


$  13,904.87 


GROSS  AMOUNT  TO  BE  RAISED 


ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS  AND  AVAILABLE  FUNDS 

Note.— The  amount  entered  for  each  of  the  first  four  items  must  be  exactly  as 
certified  to  you  by  the  commissioner. 


Income  Tax 

Corporation  Taxes  . .  . . 

Reimbursement  on  account  of  publicly  owned  Land  . •••• 

Old  Age  Tax  (Meals),  Chapter  64B,  S  10  (Col.  3  of  Cherry  Sheet)  .. 

Motor  Vehicle  and  Trailer  Excise  . 

Licenses  . *  * . 

Fines  .  . . 

Special  Assessments  —  City  Hospital  . 

General  Government . . . 

Protection  of  Persons  and  Property  . 

Health  and  Sanitation  . 

Highways  .  . . 

Charities  (other  than  federal  grants  for  aid  to  dependent  children)  ... 

Old  Age  Assistance  (other  than  federal  grants)  . 

Veterans'  Benefits  . 

Schools  (Funds  from  Income  Tax  not  to  be  included)  . 

Libraries  . , . 

Recreation 

Public  Service  Enterprises  (such  as  Water  Department)  . 

Cemeteries  (other  than  trust  funds  and  sale  of  lots)  . 

Interest:  On  Taxes  and  Assessments  $  •  On  Deposit  $ 

State  Assistance  for  School  Construction  —  Chapter  645,  Acts  of  1948 

Total  Disability  . - . . . 

Vocational  Education  . 

In  Lieu  of  Taxes  &  Housing  Funds  . 

Privileges  —  Parking  Lots  . 


Total 


(b) 


G. 

H. 
J. 


L. 

M. 


Overestimates  . 

Amounts  to  be  taken  from  available  funds. 

Free  Cash  —  Vote  of  City  Council  Monday  4/1/63  . 

Available  Funds  . . 

Sum  Of  Amount  (a)  To  (I)  To  Be  Carried  To  Inside  Column 

(Add  Items  (a),  (b),  (c),  and  Item  31)  .  TOTAL  AVAILABLE  FUNDS 

(Add  Items  28  and  32) 

(Item  E  Less  Item  F33) 

Number  of  Polls  28,077 


30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 


$  1,045.938.90 
1,293,790.78 

78,674.94 
1,261,41  1.32 
282,555.73 
218,567.83 
1 ,200.466.04 
57,274.58 
17,460.35 
78,105.22 
68,902.64 
522,665.75 
779,158.48 
189,1  15.46 
38,512.01 
10,359.42 
52,041.72 
1,286,089.07 
42,190.71 
36,156.57 
107,543.44 
167,438.41 
42,716.33 
294,356.97 
47,862.81 


$  9,219,355.48 


70,782.05 

175,000.00 

1,713,223.72 


$1  1,178,361.25 

TOTAL  ESTIMATED  RECEIPTS  AND  AVAILABLE  FUNDS 

NET  AMOUNT  TO  BE  RAISED  BY  TAXATION  ON'  POLLS  AND  PROPERTY 


Total  Valuation: 
Personal  Property  . 
Valuation:  Real  Estate 

Total 

O  Gain  or  □  Loss 
(adjust  overlay). 


At  $2.00  Each 

$  27,571,650.00  TAX  RATE 
231,183,600.00  $72.60 


Personal  Property  Tax 
Real  Estate  Tax 


$258,755,250.00 

(check  which)  to  avoid  fractional  divisions  of  tax  rate 


$  56,154.00 

2,001,701.79 

16.783,929.36 


18,841,785.15 

(Item  L  Must  Be  The  Same  In  Amount  As  Item  G)  TOTAL  TAXES  LEVIED  ON  POLLS  AND  PROPERTY 
ITEMS  NOT  ENTERING  INTO  THE  DETERMINATION  OF  THE  TAX  RATE 


I. 


Betterment  and  special  assessments  added  to  taxes: 


(a)  App.  Sidewalk 

(b)  Unapp.  Sidewalk 

(c)  App.  Sewer 

(d)  Unappr.  Sewer 

2.  Water  Liens  added  to  taxes 

3.  Forest  Products  Tax  $  Ships  or  Vessels  Excise  $ 

(Sum  Of  Totals  Of  Items  I  (a)  To  (e),  2,  And  3)  TOTAL  OF  ALL  OTHER  COMMITMENTS 

Total  Amount  Of  1963  Taxes  On  Polls  And  Property  And  Of  Assessments  Added  To  Taxes  As  Committed 
To  Collector 


-Amount 

Committed  Interest 

$  242.95 

$  43.23 

3,039.75 

143.95 

393.88 

249.08 

958.80 

51.15 

16,805.26 

0 

Total 

286.18 

3,183.70 

642.96 

1,009.95 

16,805.26 


FIGURES  USED  IN 
FIXING  TAX  RATE 


$25,986,499.78 


188,945.75 
1 1,723.07 


2,685,627.34 


867,700.02 

279,650.44 

$30,020,146.40 


1 1,178,361.25 


$18,841,785.15 


$18,841,785.15 


21,928.05 


$18,863,713.20 
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CITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE  BALANCE  SHEET,  DEC.,  31,  1963 


ASSETS 

Cash 

Detty  Cash 
Accounts  Receivable: 
Taxes: 

Real  Estate: 

Levy  I960 
Levy  I  962 
Levy  1963 

Personal  Property: 

Levy  1956 
Levy  1957 
Levy  1958 
Levy  1959 
Levy  I960 
Levy  1961 
Levy  1962 
Levy  1 963 


Polls: 

Levy  1957 
Levy  1958 
Levy  1959 
Levy  I960 
Levy  1961 
Levy  1962 
Levy  1963 


REVENUE  ACCOUNTS 


Assessments: 

Sewer  Assess.  Added 
to  Taxes  1 963 
Comm.  Int.  Sewer 
Added  1963 


Unapportioned  Side 

Sid.  Assess.  Added 

to  Taxes  1963 

Comm.  Int.  Side  Add.  1963 


Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Taxes: 


Levy  1954 
Levy  1956 
Levy  1957 
Levy  1958 
Levy  1959 
Levy  I960 
Levy  1961 
Levy  1962 
Levy  1963 


Tax  Titles  . 

Tax  Possessions 
Real  Estate  Taxes 

—  1957  Rogers  Project 

Departmental: 

Insp.  of  Buildings 

Pole  &  Conduit  Commission 

Police  . 

Electrical 

Health 

Public  Works  Dept. 

City  Hospital 
Outside  Aid 

Aid  Families  W.  Dep.  Children 
Old  Age  Assistance  (C  &  T) 
Veterans'  Benefits 
School  Dept.  . 


County  Tax 

State  Assessments — Underestimates  1963: 
Metro  Transit  Authority  Deficit 
Metro  Transit  Auth.  Bond  Payment 


Overlay  Deficits: 

Levy  1958 
Levy  1959 
Levy  I960 
Levy  1961 
Levy  1962 


$2,937,986.79 

375.00 


8.71 

642.25 

642,513.75 


668.28 
766.60 
812.32 
2,582.31 
5,401.88 
8,100.50 
I  1,831.22 
24,204.84 


90.00 
56.00 
I  12.00 
548.00 
32.00 
6,068.00 
8,542.00 


I  If .74 

I  10.87 

4,728.05 

186.21 

1.92 


84.71 

769.82 

256.18 

586.87 

546.25 

4,183.01 

44,908.28 

1,027.60 

257,833.45 


3,285.00 

17.50 

1,232.37 

438.73 

214,106.15 

3,791.78 

281,919.46 

183,596.66 

126,513.26 

88,550.60 

135,370.73 

4,578.12 


24,191.81 

.03 


544.20 

10,916.37 

8,972.36 

22,840.13 

31,966.45 


WATER  DEPARTMENT 


Cash 


Accounts  Receivable: 

Metered  Rates 
Annual  Rates 

M  isc.  Charges  . 

Liens  Added  to  Taxes — 1962 
Liens  Added  to  Taxes — 1963 


I  18,838.38 
236.00 
8,494.51 
64.52 
4,753.60 


NON-REVENUE  ACCOUNTS 
City 


Cash 


State  &  County  Aid  to  Highways: 
(Chapter  90  Const.) 

State  . 

County 


205,416.02 

102,708.01 


643.164.71 


54.367.95 


15,448.00 


196,248.93 

1,254.32 


3,593.70 


1,043,400.36 

4,212.69 


24,191.84 


75,239.51 

5.314,818.76 


1,208,759.99 


Cash 


1,341,147.00 


859.412.87 


308,124.03 

1,167,536.90 


48,430.52 


Real  Estate  Taxes: 

Levy  I960  To  Be  Refunded 
Levy  1961  . 


596.82 

600.61 


Appropriation  Balances 

Guarantee  Deposits: 
Contract  Bids 

Plans  . 

Tree  Removals 
Driveways 
Street  Openings 
In  Lieu  of  Bonds 
License  Commission 


Agency: 

City  Clerk — Dog  Licenses 
City  Clerk — Sporting  Licenses 
Treasurer — Dog  Officer 

Constable  Fees  . 

Savings  Bond  Deduction1 
Withholding  Tax — Federal 
Withholding  Tax — State 
Unidentified  Receipts 
Continental  Casualty  Co. 
Cambridgeport  Savings  Bank  Life 

Insurance  Co.  . 

Mass.  Blue  Cross-Blue  Shield 

Tailings  . • 

Tailings — C.C.H.— Special  Nurses 
Account 


Gifts  and  Bequests 
Smith  Hughes  Fund 
Hopkins  Fund 

Kinnear  Fund  . 

Bullock  Fund  . 

Harry  Futterman  Fund 

Cambridge  Plant  and  Garden  Clubs 

Tree  Fund  . 

Income  Trust  Funds: 

School  Dept.  Funds 
Thierry  Fund 

Thierry  Fund  Library  CHLS 
Kingman  Fund 
Freese  Fund 
Hardy  Fund 
Welfare  Dept.  Funds 
Bridge  Fund 
Sarah  E.  Russell  Fund 
Callanan  Fund 
Rogers  Fund 
Hodge  Fund 
Shine  Fund 
Library  Funds 
Harding  Fund 
Citizens  Subscription  Fund 

Cummings  Fund  . 

Fay  Fund 

Saunders  Fund 

Woolson  Fund 

Citizen  of  Cambridge  Fund 

Whorf  Fund 

Howe  Fund 

Murdock  Fund 

Saunders  Fund 

Wilson  Fund 


12,750.00 
20.00 
2,345.00 
k4, 050.00 
12,575.00 
20,580.00 
107.25 


51.25 
8.00 
27.00 
363.93 
1,772.1  I 
443,360.91 
38.540.54 
1,180.18 
1,861.90 

2,707.97 

21,616.08 

13.944.25 


25.80 

72.86 
64.28 
51.20 

154.43 

470.82 

64.86 
52.72 

463.39 

179.61 

121.05 

79.61 
31.04 
69.76 
87.02 
39.40 

104.17 

19.62 

14.95 
1.17 
1.82 

83.96 
2.49 


1,197.43 
1.726,91  1.19 


52,427.25 


526,189.02 

30.00 

1,810.28 

1,717.29 

3.562.25 

14,974.06 

.21 

954.59 


Saunders  Temperance  Fund 

2,256.03 

1,650.00 

Cemetery  Trust*  Fund 

95,469.47 

Federal  High  School  Lunch  Program 

63,218.14 

Federal  Elem.  School  Milk  Program 

3,099.18 

School  Athletic  Fund 

35,470.93 

Health  Staff  Ed.  and  In-Serv.  Training 

2,082.15 

Health  Community  Research  Lab. 

454.93 

Health  Community  Research  Lab 
— Hood  Foundation 

166.18 

Perpetual  Care  Deposits 

825.00 

Old  Age  Assistance — Recoveries 

27,320.00 

Disability  Assistance — Recoveries 

6,105.63 

State  Assessments — Overestimates  1963: 
Metro  JAir  Pollution  District 

373.57 

Metro  Park  Tax 

4,157.06 

Metro  Sewer  Tax 

1,815.25 

Revenue  Reserved  for  Appropriations: 

Sale  of  City  Land 

91,980.24 

6,345.88 

Sale  of  Real  Estate 

300,000.00 

Cemetery  Sales 

14,580.00 

Public  Works 

9,797.90 

Parking  Meters 

3,105.71 

Revenue  Reserved  Until  Collected: 

Sewer  Assessment 

222.61 

419,463.85 

Sidewalk  Assessment 

4,916.18 

Motor  Vehicle  Excise  Tax 

310,196.17 

Tax  Title 

197,503.25 

Departmental 

1.043.400.36 

Reserve  for  Real  Estate  Taxes — 

1957  Rogers  Project 

1,556,238.57 

3,593.70 

Overlay  Reserve  for  Abatement 
of  Taxes — 1963 

43,271.56 

Overlay  Surplus 

1,519.08 

Reserve  for  Petty  Cash 

375.00 

Surplus 

716,1  19.91 

Appropriation  Balances 
Guarantee  Deposits 
Revenue  Reserved  Until  Collected 
Surplus  Revenue  Reserved  for  Approp. 
Surplus  Res.  for  Non-Water  Purposes 


Appropriation  Balances 
Reserve  for  State  &  County  Aid 
to  Highways 

Revenue  Reserved  for  Appropriations: 
Sewer  Construction 
Sidewalk  Construction 


1,595.50 

5,436.31 


Appropriation  Balances 


5,314,818.76 


261,423.00 
36,318.88 
132,387.01 
300,000.00 
61  1,018.1  I 

1,341,147.00 


852,381.06 

308,124.03 


7,031.81 

1,167,536.90 


48,430.52 
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Cambridge  Police  Department  Captain  James  F.  Reagan  is  shown 
at  the  chemical  laboratory  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  Acad¬ 
emy  in  Washington,  D.  C.  Reagan  was  a  lieutenant  when  he  attended 
the  academy  last  year.  He  was  top  man  in  the  promotional  examination 
for  captain  and  was  recently  promoted.  The  Cambridge  Police  Depart¬ 
ment  has  a  number  of  FBI  trained  personnel  in  the  ranks. 

Fourteen  police  officers  were  appointed 
to  active  duty  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by 
deaths,  retirements  and  resignations. 

The  Bureau  of  Records  reports  that  the 
police  made  2043  investigations  during  the 
year  which  resulted  in  572  criminal  ar¬ 
rests.  A  total  of  1020  motor  vehicles  were 
stolen  during  the  year  and  937  were  re¬ 
covered. 

An  in-service  training  program  was  con¬ 
ducted  during  the  year  under  the  supervi¬ 
sion  of  Lieutenant  Chester  E.  Hallice,  In¬ 
spector  of  Divisions.  All  police  officers 
fired  their  service  weapons  during  train¬ 
ing  sessions  on  local  firing  ranges.  Newly 
appointed  police  officers  were  given  a 
four-week  training  program  before  being 
assigned  to  police  duty. 

The  Crime  Prevention  Bureau  under  the 
direction  of  Lieutenant  Francis  J.  Barry 
investigated  1110  complaints  which  resulted 
in  352  persons  being  brought  before  the 
court.  The  Domestic  Relations  unit  of  the 
Crime  Prevention  Bureau  investigated  759 
complaints  a.nd  made  223  arrests,  the  ma¬ 
jority  on  non-support  charges  against  fa¬ 
thers  failing  to  provide  for  their  families 


7  Policemen  Earned 
Chief’s  Accolade 

Seven  Cambridge  police  officers  won 
commendations  and  time  off  from  duty  in 
1963  for  outstanding  police  work. 

Patrolman  William  J.  Coughlin  earned 
two  commendations  from  Chief  Daniel  J. 
Brennan,  one  of  which  was  for  diligent 
work  on  his  own  time  to  aid  in  the  appre¬ 
hension  of  a  man  wanted  for  questioning 
in  the  strangling  of  a  Belmont  woman. 
Patrolman  Matthew  M.  Giacoppo  also  won 
commendation  for  his  work  on  the  same 
case. 

Patrolman  Joseph  L.  O’Hare,  Jr.,  a  new¬ 
ly  appointed  police  officer,  won  a  com- 
nuSYvdation  for  his  courage  and  determina¬ 
tion  inVpursuing  two  burglary  suspects  and 
wounding  one  of  them. 

Other  officers  commended  were  Patrol¬ 
men  George  J.  Cummings,  Allen  J.  Hayes, 
Jr.,  George  E.  Atkinson  and  Irwin  L. 
Nolan. 


Veterans’  Services  Building  Dept. 


During  the  year  1963,  the  Veterans  Serv¬ 
ices  Department  directed  by  Pasquale  L. 
Reale  gave  advice  and  counsel  to  veterans 
and  dependents  of  veterans  as  to  the  proper 
agency  to  apply  to  for  aid  and  assistance 
under  Federal,  State  and  Municipal  laws. 

The  Department  continued  to  provide 
photo-copies  of  military  records  and  dis¬ 
charges,  notarial  services,  and  information 
on  procedures  for  burial  aid  and  the  filing 
of  claims  for  pensions,  compensation,  wi¬ 
dow’s  allowances,  hospitalization  and  grave 
markers. 

The  Department  administers  the  head¬ 
quarters  program  for  veterans  organiza¬ 
tions  supervising  the  leasing  and  rental  of 
meeting  places  for  veterans  groups.  The 
Department  serves  as  liaison  between  the 
veterans  organizations  and  the  City  of  Cam¬ 
bridge. 

The  Memorial  Day  pregram  is  coordin¬ 
ated  and  directed  by  this  Department 
through  the  administration  of  municipal  ap¬ 
propriations  for  the  observance  of  Memorial 
Day. 


Building  permits  for  all  types  of  construc¬ 
tion  work  with  an  estimated  cost  of  $48,- 
104,922  were  issued  in  1963  by  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  Building  Department  it  is  reported 
by  Superintendent  of  Buildings  Charles  F. 
Sprague. 

The  1963  estimated  costs  were  almost 
double  the  1962  total  which  established  a 
new  record  for  building  permits. - 

Building  permits  were  issued  for  an  es¬ 
timated  $42,493,535  cost  for  new  construc¬ 
tion  in  1963.  It  was  reported  that  $29,358, 
185  of  this  new  construction  would  be  in  the 
non-taxable  category  and  $13,135,350  would 
be  for  taxable  structures. 

The  Building  Department  reported  that 
a  total  of  244  new  dwelling  units  were  pro¬ 
vided  in  1963  by  the  construction  of  10  new 
one  family  units,  210  multi-family  units, 
and  24  units  by  alteration  to  existing  dwell¬ 
ings.  One  hundred  and  five  dwelling  units 
were  demolished  during  the  year. 


Iii  Memoriam 

The  following  employees  of  the 

City  of  Cambridge  died  during  1963 

Name 

Dept. 

Years  of 
Service 

PHILIP  H.  DIEHL 

School 

25 

EDNA  F.  GRAHAM 

School 

28 

WILLIAM  H.  MAHONEY 

School 

35 

ELIZABETH  G.  FAULKNER 

School 

43 

JAMES  J.  LYNCH 

Weights  &  Measures 

31 

MICHAEL  J.  BARRY 

Police 

25 

WILLIAM  A.  DOYLE 

Police 

22 

CHARLES  J.  DYER 

Police 

21 

JOSEPH  J.  MAHONEY 

Police 

23 

PAUL  T.  MURPHY 

Police 

19 

JOHN  F.  TEEHAN 

Police 

34 

CHARLES  iMONGAN 

Library 

35 

HELEN  WELCH 

Hospital 

10 

ELVIRA  ESKEDAHL 

Hospital 

7 

EDWARD  F.  FORD 

Hospital 

9 

THOMAS  J.  CROKE 

Fire  Alarm 

29 

GILBERT  BROUSSEAU 

PWD 

27 

ALICE  G.  CASEY 

PWD 

18 

WILLIAM  KELLEHER 

PWD 

16 

LAWRENCE  P.  O’CONNOR 

PWD 

35 

DR.  ALBERT  C.  SANDERS 

Health 

20 

DONALD  J.  REARDON 

Engineer 

40 

JAMES  E.  HARRINGTON 

Executive 

32 

Recreation  Program  Planned  For 
Enjoyment  Of  All  Age  Groups 


The  municipal  recreation  program  is 
planned  on  a  year-round  basis  to  provide 
leisure  time  activities  for  young  and  old 
and  in  1963  thousands  of  Cambridge  resi¬ 
dents  participated  in  a  variety  of  games, 
special  events,  and  outings  supervised  by 
Cambridge  Recreation  Department  leaders 
under  Supt  of  Recreation  William  J.  Cleary. 

The  summer  schedule  for  1963  began  on 
June  24,  the  first  Monday  following  the 
closing  of  public  schools  for  the  summer 
vacation.  Recreation  leadership  and  super¬ 
vision  was  provided  in  42  play  areas  in  all 
sections  of  the  city. 

Playground  leagues  were  organized  for 
day-time  competition  by  age  groups  and 
championship  play-offs  were  held  at  sea¬ 
son’s  end.  Softball  and  squash  ball  leagues 
for  girls  had  a  full  schedule  of  games  ar¬ 
ranged.  The  summer  program  ended  with  a 
pageant  with  800  children  from  the  42  play¬ 
grounds  participating  in  a  colorful  revue 
of  folk  dances  of  all  countries. 

Pools  Busy 

During  the  summer  months  the  War 
Memorial  and  Gold  Star  pools  were  used  to 
capacity.  All  swimming  areas  were  staffed 
with  experienced  supervisors  and  life 
guards  under  Robert  Meyer  and  James 
Gallagher  .The  Recreation  Department  and 
the  Cambridge  Red  Cross  cooperated  to 
offer  swimming  instruction  and  life  saving 
and  first  aid  instructions. 

One  of  the  most  popular  recreational 
areas  is  the  Patrick  J.  Delaney  municipal 
golf  course  at  Fresh  Pond.  Total  revenue 
at  the  golf  course  for  1963  was  $37,600  paid 
for  memberships  and  greens  fees  by  the 
hundreds  of  golfers  whose  enjoyment  of  the 


course  makes  it  one  of  the  busiest  in  the 
metropolitan  area. 

The  golf  club  had  336  golfers  enrolled  as 
yearly  members,  224  enrolled  as  monthly 
members  and  140  boys  and  girls  enrolled 
as  junior  members. 

Winter  Program 

During  the  winter  months  recreational 
programs  were  supervised  in  eight  schools, 
three  recreation  centers  and  the  War  Mem¬ 
orial.  These  programs  are  designed  to  serve 
recreation  needs  from  November  through 
April.  Learn-to-dance  classes  are  held  Fri¬ 
day  evenings  during  the  winter  at  the  Agas¬ 
siz  and  Russell  Schools,  and  the  Rindge 
Field  Recreation  Center. 

Outdoor  skating  areas  are  provided  at  10 
playgrounds  during  the  winter. 

The  Recreation  Department  provides 
leadership  in  the  development  of  a  year- 
round  program  for  senior  citizens  who  are 
members  of  groups  which  have  been  or¬ 
ganized  in  all  sections  of  the  city  to  offer 
leisure  time  activities. 

The  program  for  the  senior  citizens  began 
with  a  New  Year's  party  and  concluded 
with  a  Christmas  party,  but  in  between 
these  events,  outings,  attendance  at  major 
league  baseball  games,  theater  parties, 
hobby  shows  and  dinner  parties  were 
among  the  activities  arranged  by  Recrea¬ 
tion  department  leader  Frank  Murphy. 

James  F.  Whalen  served  as  Chairman 
of  the  Recreation  Commission  in  1963.  Miss 
Mary  E.  Murray  was  vice-chairman.  Other 
members  of  the  Commission  were  Edward 
F.  DeLuca,  Edward  H.  Donovan,  Lloyd 
Hugh  Magbie,  Miss  Rose  O'Rourke  and 
Edward  J.  Stewart. 


AT  YOUR  SERVICE 


EMERGENCY 


Ambulance 

TR  6-9800 

Fire 

TR  6-5800 

Police 

UN  4-1212 

Water 

UN  4-5300 

Doctor 

LI  2-5500 

Gas  or  Electric  Service 

UN  8-7700 

Poison  Information  Center 

232-2120 

Or  Dial  "OPERATOR"  —  Tell  Exact  Location  Where  Help  Is  Needed 


